
CC NNECTIONSNNECTIONS
May 2022

Sunday, May 15th

9:30 am Breakfast at Publix Apex
16560 N Nebraska Ave, Lutz, FL 33549

10:00 am Meeting
In-Person and Also Available via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177?pwd=S
HRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6ZHhCYkw0UT09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 534 804 1177 / Passcode: 1JTpm2

If  you plan on joining by phone (not recommended), you 
can find a phone number by clicking the link below (or 

check the list in your Post E-Mail): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kzoUnPmU5

Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:
 Meeting ID: 534 804 1177 / Passcode: 874451

NEXT POST MEETINGNEXT POST MEETING

Sunday May 8   Mother’s Day
Wednesday May 11   National Eat What You Want Day
Sunday May 15    0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex and Zoom
Tuesday May 17   National Pack Rat Day
Saturday May 21   Armed Forces Day
Tuesday May 24    1000 Flags at Cemeteries
Sunday May 29    0900 Memorial Day Weekend Collections
Monday May 30   Memorial Day
     0900 Memorial Day Weekend Collections
Monday June 6   78th Anniversary of  D-Day
Tuesday June 14   Flag Day and Army Birthday
Sunday June 19    0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex and Zoom
Sunday June 26    0930 Dept of  FL Annual Convention
    Delray Beach
Monday July 4   Independence Day
Wednesday July 6   National Fried Chicken Day
August 7-12   JWV National Convention
    Savannah, GA

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDARCALENDAR**

Commander Larry Jasper • lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
**  Meeting begins at 1000 both in-person and virtually via Zoom, 
or if  available. Breakfast begins at 0930 at the Apex Publix.

For the latest updates:

Check out all of  our websites:
Post 373 — www.jwvtampa.org
Dept of  FL  — www.jwv-fl.org
JWV National  — www.jwv.org
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CC MMANDER’SMMANDER’S          
                      CC RNERRNER

We are now in the 3rd month of  the war in Ukraine.  Putin 
originally estimated it would be over in 48 hours.  
We all know about the atrocities that Russia has committed 
and the valiant efforts of  the Ukrainian people to defend 
their country.
The war has brought a renewed effort on the part of  
NATO countries to prepare for their common defense 
and has driven Finland and Sweden closer to NATO 
membership.
No one knows where this will end. The only thing for 
sure is Putin’s stature on the international stage has been 
severely diminished.  No matter the ultimate outcome, this 
has been a defeat for Putin and his war machine.
Some estimates are that he has lost the combat effectiveness 
of  one-third of  his combat battalions. His personnel losses 
are estimated in the tens of  thousands.
We all need to pray for the Ukrainian people.
At our Post meeting on May 15th we will hold elections and 
Installation of  Officers. We will also address the Memorial 
Day collections.  If  you have not already signed up for 
a location, please choose one or come to the meeting 
prepared to choose.
I will have flags for the collections, Poppies, and flags for 
the cemeteries.
On other news, the Department of  Florida was finally able 
to hold a quarterly meeting on the West Coast.  This has 
been delayed due to Covid.  We met in Fort Myers on 
April 10th, and this is the first of  many meetings to be held 
around the state.
We also have a Department of  Florida Annual Convention 
in Delray Beach on June 26th. Please consider attending. 
The current National Commander will be attending.

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa

The National Convention will be held in Savannah on 
August 7-12.  For the first time it will also be a hybrid 
convention – if  you are not able to attend in person you 
can attend online.  See the JWV National website for more 
information and registration information.
Our upcoming meeting will be at the Publix Apex on May 
15th. Hope you will be there!
L’Shalom,
Larry

https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa
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NATO Eyes in the Sky, 
Keeping Europe Out of 

Russia’s War

8 Apr 2022 | Associated Press | By Lorne Cook

UEDEM, Germany — As Russia’s military buildup near Ukraine 
accelerated early this year, military planners at NATO began 
preparing to dispatch scores of  fighter jets and surveillance 
aircraft into the skies near Russia and Ukraine. It was a warning 
to Moscow not to make the mistake of  targeting any member 
country.

Even in the weeks 
preceding the 
war, politicians 
and analysts were 
divided over 
whether President 
Vladimir Putin 
would really order 
Russian troops 
to invade. From 
a military point 
of  view, though, 
the forces arrayed 
around Ukraine 
appeared designed 
to do just that.

It became a matter 
of  urgency to put 
more eyes in the 
sky and to tightly 
link NATO aircraft, 
warships, ground-
based missile 
systems and radar installations to protect the alliance’s eastern 
flank.

US, Europe Hit Russia With ‘War Crimes’ 
Sanctions
The U.S. rolled out a new wave of  financial sanctions on 
Wednesday against Russia that President Joe Biden said would 
place a lasting penalty on the country’s economy. 

“We are monitoring very closely,” NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said this week. “Information, best possible situation 

Pilots work in the cockpit of  an AWACS plane at Melsbroek military airport in Melsbroek, 
Belgium, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)

awareness, is of  course extremely critical in such a dangerous 
situation as we see in Ukraine now.”

In the lead-up to the Feb. 24 invasion, the alliance’s Combined 
Air Operations Center in Uedem, western Germany, shifted gear. 
A few dozen military personnel now simultaneously manage up 
to 30 aircraft in skies from the northern tip of  Norway down to 
Slovakia.

From an 
underground bunker 
in quiet farmland, 
patrolling aircraft 
are diverted to 
monitor suspicious 
Russian planes. 
Jets on 15-minute 
standby are routinely 
“Alpha Scrambled” 
from around 
Europe to intercept 
unidentified aircraft 
near NATO 
airspace.

More than 100 
aircraft can be 
working aloft on 
any given day, mixed 
in among roughly 
30,000 civilian 
flights made daily 
through European 

skies.

Six Boeing E-3A surveillance planes from NATO’s ageing fleet 
of  early warning and control aircraft help create an “air picture” 
to share with member nations. These “eyes in the sky” do not 
fly into Ukraine or Russia, but can see up to 400 kilometers (250 
miles) across borders.

Fighter jets also provide information about what is going on 
inside part of  two countries at war. These “assets” are sometimes 
sent from as far away as western France, refueled mid-air, and 

See NATO Eyes — continued on page 8
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Safe Travels —What to know about Medicare when 
traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or supplies if  you travel 
outside the United States.  Please go to the following website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

Finland, Sweden Move Ahead Toward 
Possible NATO Membership

13 Apr 2022  | Associated Press | By Jari Tanner

HELSINKI — European Union nations Finland and Sweden 
reached important stages Wednesday on their way to possible 
NATO membership as the Finnish government issued a security 
report to lawmakers and Sweden’s ruling party initiated a review 
of  security policy options.

Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine on Feb. 24 triggered a surge in 
support for joining NATO in the two traditionally militarily 
non-aligned Nordic countries, with polls showing a majority of  
respondents willing to join the alliance in Finland and supporters 
of  NATO in Sweden clearly outnumbering those against the idea.

Finland, a country of  5.5 million, shares the EU’s longest border 
with Russia, a 1,340-kilometer (833-mile) frontier. Sweden has no 
border with Russia.

Putin Tells West: We Are not Going to Be 
Isolated
Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday that Russia 
has no intention to isolate itself  and added that foreign powers 
wouldn’t succeed in isolating it. (April 12) AP

Russia, for its part, has warned Sweden and Finland against joining 
NATO, with officials saying it would not contribute to stability 
in Europe. Officials said Russia would respond to such a move 
with retaliatory measures that would cause “military and political 
consequences” for Helsinki and Stockholm. One of  Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s reasons for invading Ukraine was that 
the country refused to promise that it would not join NATO.

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin, speaking Wednesday 
in Stockholm in a joint news conference with her Swedish 
counterpart Magdalena Andersson, said Finland is ready to make a 
decision on NATO “within weeks” rather than months following 
an extensive debate in the 200-seat Eduskunta legislature.

Marin stressed that Finland and Sweden, two neighboring Nordic 
countries which have close economic, political and military ties, 
will make independent decisions regarding their security policy 

arrangements, including whether to join NATO.

“But we do that with a clear understanding that our choices will 
affect not only ourselves but our neighbors as well,” Marin said, 
adding that she would prefer seeing both Finland and Sweden 
becoming NATO members.

Andersson said Sweden and Finland would maintain “a very close 
dialogue and have very straightforward and honest discussions” 
in the coming weeks over their countries respective choices on 
NATO.

The only real option to NATO membership could be an enhanced 
bilateral military cooperation added with the United States and 
Nordic NATO member Norway, Finnish experts have said.

Marin and Andersson lead the ruling Social Democratic Parties in 
their respective countries. The parties are expected to announce 
their NATO views in early and late May, respectively. Parliaments 

Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson, left, and 
Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin pose for photographers 
ahead of  a meeting on whether to seek NATO membership, 
in Stockholm, Sweden, Wednesday, April 13, 2022. (Paul 
Wennerholm/TT via AP)

See Membership — continued on page 8

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?
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The World’s Most Powerful Nuclear Missile Is a 
Russian ICBM Nicknamed ‘Satan’

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell

In the late 1960s, the Soviet Union jumped ahead of  the United 
States’ first strike capability in a big way. The latest version of  
the R-36 intercontinental ballistic missile (called SS-18 by NATO) 
could hit anywhere in the U.S. with at least 10 18-25 megaton 
nuclear warheads.

The new missile could destroy the 
Americans’ LGM-30 Minuteman III 
missiles before they ever left their silos. As 
time went on, more advanced designs only 
increased its nuclear payload. Eventually, it 
carried more power than anything in the 
U.S. arsenal. From the moment its existence 
was uncovered, NATO forces nicknamed 
the weapon the “Satan” missile.

The R-36 is a family of  missiles. The 
original, designated SS-9 by NATO, 
was the USSR’s second intercontinental 
ballistic missile. Its 1966 design allowed it to be shot into space 
and stay in orbit around the Earth for an indefinite period of  
time. This development led to Article IV of  the 1967 Outer Space 
Treaty, which prohibits nuclear missiles and other weapons of  
mass destruction from remaining in Earth’s orbit.

Although the Outer Space Treaty’s stipulations calmed some of  
the panic around the R-36 missile, the USSR’s second version of  
the weapon wasn’t going to make anyone feel better for long. The 
first model featured only one 20-megaton warhead. The second 
version, the R-36M, featured multiple reentry vehicles (the actual 
nuclear warheads), which could hit more than one target with one 
missile launch.

By the mid-
1970s, Multiple 
Independent ly -
targetable Reentry 
Vehicles, or 
MIRV, became 
the standard for 
ICBMs. MIRV 
systems could 
not only hit 
multiple targets, 
but required the 
defender to fire 

three to 10 defensive missiles in response. On top of  overwhelming 
missile defenses, it provided greater first strike firepower.

This was the age of  mutually assured destruction, the military 
doctrine that both sides of  a nuclear war would be destroyed in 

Russia claims the Sarmat-2 (Satan-2), has no 
range limits. (Russian Defense Ministry)

a nuclear exchange. If  a nuclear war broke out, both sides would 
fire all their missiles. MIRV technology allowed for more targets 
and increased the odds of  a first strike effectively wiping out the 
other side before it could retaliate.

The United States first developed MIRV-based missiles with the 
three-warhead Minuteman III in 1968, 
but the SS-18 “Satan” could carry eight 
to 10 more powerful warheads, with the 
explosive power to destroy American 
missiles inside protected silos. When the 
“Satan” system became fully operational 
in 1975, the U.S. worried it would no 
longer survive a Soviet first strike and 
began working on missiles with more and 
more warheads.

Inside the USSR, Soviet engineers and 
scientists kept making modifications for 
future iterations of  the “Satan” ICBM. By 

the time the Soviet Union fell, it had gone through six different 
versions, each more powerful than the last. The sixth version of  
the SS-18 missile would be the most powerful nuclear weapon 
ever fielded by the Soviet Union.

By the time the 
USSR fell in 1991, 
Soviet-built SS-18 
missiles could strike 
anywhere in the 
world.

It wasn’t until the 
development of  
ballistic missile 
submarines that 
the United States 
could reasonably 
guarantee it would be able to retaliate in the event of  a Soviet first 
strike. This third part of  the nuclear triad -- the others are land-
based ICBMs and nuclear-equipped bomber aircraft -- continues 
today. American ballistic missile submarines can carry up to 24 
Trident II missiles, each with 14 reentry vehicles.

Land-based MIRV missiles like the Satan missile were banned by 
the 1993 United States-Russia START II agreement, but Russia 
withdrew from that accord in 2002 after President George W. 
Bush’s administration withdrew the U.S. from the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty, which limited the number of  defensive 

Like a giant revolver pointed at the entire planet. 
(The Kremlin)

A Satan missile silo, housing missiles allegedly 
capable of  piercing any missile defense. (TASS)

See Russian ‘Satan” — continued on page 16
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Israel is Increasingly Worried about Iranian Use 
of Drones, Prompting Aggressive, Innovative 

Countermeasures

Israel said that in a recent test, a laser defense system 
knocked UAVs, mortars and rockets out of  the sky. (Credit: 
Israeli Ministry of  Defense)

14 April 2022 | Breaking Defense  | By  Arie Egozi

TEL AVIV — Israel recently tested a laser weapon system that 
successfully knocked drones, mortars and rockets out of  the 
sky in what a senior Israeli officer called a “game-changer” for 
ground-based airborne defense.

“The laser is a game-changer thanks to its easily operated system 
and significant economic advantages,” said Brig. Gen. Yaniv 
Rotem, head of  the Israeli military’s research and development 
department.

The test comes as Israel sees growing threats from Iranian 
UAVs, which experts fear could be forward deployed to nearby 
Iran-backed groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon. Rotem said that 
after further development, the “plan is to station multiple laser 
transmitters along Israel’s borders throughout the next decade” 
to compliment Israel’s famed Iron Dome missile defense system.

Israel has been working on counter-UAV lasers for years, proving 
an ability to shoot down drones last year in a small scale tests 
(after which Rotem also described the tech as “game-changing.”) 
But this was the first test for other the other threats like mortars.

Defense sources here said the US Department of  Defense had 
been kept abreast of  the tests’ success and could play a role in the 
full production of  the system, which is made by Israeli defense 
firms Rafael Advanced Defense Systems and Elbit Systems.

Announcing the plans for full-scale production, Israel’s defense 
minister, Benny Gantz, praised the recent tests as a “breakthrough 
on a global scale.”

“Our goal is to achieve operational status as soon as possible, 
which will enable an efficient, inexpensive, and innovative means 
of  defense,” he said. “This system will save lives and will also 
allow operational flexibility.”

While the US and other nations are also working on laser-
based defenses, the Israeli military says it’s one of  the first to 
develop high-powered laser technology with operational intercept 
capabilities.

In November, Breaking Defense reported that the US and Israel 
had grown sufficiently concerned about Iran’s drone capabilities 
that the two had stepped up cooperation to hinder the Shi’a 

nation’s UAV production and use — from US sanctions to 
reported direct strikes by Israel. (Last month Israel revealed that 
two Israel F-35s scored the plane’s first air-to-air kills in 2021 when 
they shot down two Iranian-made drones that were purportedly 
approaching Israel.)

Earlier this month a high-ranking Iranian officer, IRGC chief  Gen. 
Hossein Salami, claimed in a television interview that Iran’s UAV 
tech was better even than America’s, specifically saying Iran had 
a drone that could air-launch an anti-ship missile. Israeli experts 
said it was clear that Salami was exaggerating, but that it was also 
clear Iran is attempting to develop ever-deadlier drones.

And while Iran’s older drones used off-the-shelf  technology, 
sources here said newer intelligence suggests Iran has been 
successful in developing more advanced systems domestically, 
with the help of  foreign experts.
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Amazing Israel

Israelis do not make palm trees shaped islands, towering 
skyscrapers, expensive hotels, nor do their leaders use cars with 
massive silver bodies (allusion to Dubai and the United Arab 
Emirates). Israel prides itself  in technologies to enhance the 
humanity of  mankind:

1. Tel Aviv University is developing a nasal vaccine that will 
protect people from Alzheimer’s and stroke.

2. The Technion, Institute of  Technology (Haifa), has developed 
a simple blood test capable of  detecting different types of  cancer.

3. The Ichlov Center (Tel Aviv) isolated a protein that makes 
colonoscopy unnecessary to detect colon cancer, with a simple 
blood test. Colon cancer kills about 500,000 people annually.

4. Acne doesn’t kill but does cause anxiety in teens. The Curlight 
Laboratory has created a cure. Emitting UV rays at high intensity, 
kills the bacteria that cause acne.

5. The Given Imaging Laboratory has developed a tiny camera in 
the form of  swallowed pills and transmits thousands of  photos 
of  the digestive tract. These high-quality photos (2 per second 
for 8 hours) can detect polyps, cancers, and sources of  bleeding. 
The photos are sent to a chip that stores them and sends them to 
a computer. At the end of  the process, the chamber is eliminated 
via the rectum.

6. The Hebrew University (Jerusalem) developed an electrical 
neurostimulator (batteries) that is implanted in the chest of  
Parkinson’s patients, similar to the pacemaker. The emissions 
from this device block the nerve signals that cause tremors.

7. The simple 
smell of  a patient’s 
breath can detect if  
a patient has lung 
cancer. The Russell 
Berrie Institute for 
Nanotechnology 
has created sensors 
capable of  sensing and registering 42 biological markers that 
indicate the presence of  lung cancer without the need for a biopsy.

8. Cauterization can be dispensed with in many cases. Endopat is 
a device placed between the indicator fingers, which can measure 
the state of  the arteries and predict the possibility of  a heart 
attack in the next 7 years.

9. The University of  Bar Ilan studies a new drug that fights viruses 
through the bloodstream. It is called Vecoy Trap, as it tricks a 
virus into self-destruction. Very useful to combat hepatitis, and in 
the future Aids and Ebola.

10. Israeli scientists at the Jerusalem Hadassah Medical 
Center may have discovered the first cure for amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS), known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, in an Orthodox 
rabbi.  Stephen Hawking, a famous British scientist, suffered 
from this disease and used methods invented by Israeli scientists 
to communicate.
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can patrol for about an hour in the border area before they must 
return.

The 30-nation military alliance is wary of  being drawn into a 
wider war with Russia, so borders and airspace are scrupulously 
respected.

“There is always the fog of  war, and we don’t want to have NATO 
assets close by because even unintentionally you might have some 
losses,” said Major General Harold Van Pee, commander of  the 
NATO facility in Uedem.

The most sensitive zones for unidentified planes are the Kola 
Peninsula — at the high north borders of  Russia and Norway 
— the Gulf  of  Finland approaching the Russian city of  St. 
Petersburg, and the skies around Russia’s exclave of  Kaliningrad, 
sandwiched between Lithuania and Poland.

From their computer screens, NATO personnel can also track 
cruise missiles, like those that Russia used last month to pound 
a military training base in western Ukraine near NATO member 
Poland, killing 35 people.

But shadowing them with aircraft is a high-risk endeavor, 
particularly at night, in poor weather or when the missiles hug 
the ground, flying so low that electrical pylons and cables become 
a danger. “We have to be convinced that there is a credible threat” 
to go after one, Van Pee said.

A less obvious challenge to NATO airspace is rogue drones. 
Military officers said that Russia is using powerful electromagnetic 
devices for communication jamming purposes which can disrupt 
remotely controlled flights.

Last month, a military drone drifted uncontrolled out of  Ukraine 
through the airspace of  three members – Romania, Hungary and 
Croatia – before crashing in the Croatian capital. Some parked 
cars were damaged but no one was hurt.

The drone weighed just over 6 tons. Both Russia and Ukraine 
denied launching it. Military officers and NATO officials refuse 
to comment on the incident until an investigation is completed.

“Even if  you fly alongside one of  those drones, are you going to 
do something about it? You have to ask yourself, because if  you 
shoot it down then for sure you’re going to do damage on the 
ground. If  you let it fly, hopefully it will crash in the sea. I mean, 
you don’t know,” Van Pee said.

Whether it’s a rogue drone or a missile threat, political and legal 
experts are supposed to be involved in any decision to shoot 
something down. Despite the war in its backyard, NATO is 
operating under strict peacetime rules and is determined to keep 
it that way.

“Before you start using force there has to be an imminent threat 
to either NATO forces or NATO populations. That’s a judgement 
call, and that’s always hard to make,” Van Pee said.

NATO Eyes — continued from page 3

Important Resources to 
Support Our Nation's Heroes

(Click on any of  the links below or head to www.jwv-fl.org 
and click on the link at the top of  the page.)

Courtesy of: Ryan MacKenzie from Thankyouveteran.com

Matching Career Options with Personality Types
Veterans Employment Assistance
Career Advice for Veterans: Interviewing Tips
What is a VA Home Loan?
Mortgage Assistance Programs for Veterans
Moving Companies with Military Discounts
At-Home Services That Can Help Senior Veterans
Veterans' Health Care: Costs & Co-Payments
Military & Veterans Mental Health Issues
Counseling, Crisis Help, & Suicide Prevention for Our Military 
Community

            

in both countries are ready to finally decide the matter — 
something that could happen in Finland in late May and a bit later 
in Sweden.

Complicating things in Sweden is the general election in 
September, which is likely to be dominated by the NATO issue.

In Finland, President Sauli Niinisto said he was convinced that his 
country’s decision on NATO will be ready well ahead of  NATO’s 
June 29-30 summit in Madrid, Spain.

On Wednesday, the Finnish government issued a much-awaited 
report on changes in Finland’s security environment that lawmakers 
will start debating after the Easter break. The report addresses 
the pros and cons of  Finland’s possible membership in NATO, 
focusing on supply threats, economic effects, cybersecurity and 
hydrid threats.

“The war started by Russia endangers security and stability in 
entire Europe,” Finnish Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto said as 
he presented the report. “Russia’s attack on Ukraine will have a 
long-lasting impact on our own security environment. Trust in 
Russia has plummeted.”

Andersson said Wednesday that the Swedish government is 
working on a security environment analysis together with all 
parties in the 349-seat Riksdag legislature. She said the report is 
due May 31 but could be finished earlier. In addition, Andersson’s 
Social Democratic Party has initiated its own separate review of  
Sweden’s security environment.

Membership — continued from page 4

https://www.mymilitarybenefits.com/employment/matching-career-options-with-personality-types/
https://www.dav.org/veterans/employment-resources/
https://www.militaryhire.com/blog/vets/tags/interviewing
https://www.redfin.com/definition/va-loan
https://turnkeyhomeloan.com/mortgage-help-for-veterans/
https://www.move.org/military-discount-moving-companies/
https://www.homeadvisor.com/r/home-services-that-help-senior-veterans/
https://www.military.com/benefits/veterans-health-care/va-health-care-cost-and-copayments.html
https://www.goodtherapy.org/learn-about-therapy/issues/veterans-mental-health-issues
http://www.operationwearehere.com/Counseling.html
http://www.operationwearehere.com/Counseling.html
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technology, combined with Boeing’s beam director and precision 
acquisition, tracking and pointing software to provide a “a complete 
demonstrator with sophisticated laser and beam control.”

“We’re excited to take the next step in delivering this critical 
capability to the Army,” said Cindy Gruensfelder, vice president 
and general manager of  Boeing’s Missile and Weapon Systems 

division. “Our joint offering 
will leverage proven, deployed 
technologies to provide an 
industry-leading solution on 
an accelerated timeline.”

High-energy laser weapons 
could be used by ground 
forces in a variety of  role, 
including short-range air 
defense (SHORAD) and 
counter-unmanned aircraft 
systems missions, as well 
defend against other incoming 
artillery or even temporarily 
disable satellites.

According to the Congressional 
Research Service, the Defense 
Department requested at 

least $578 million for unclassified directed-energy research and 
development funds and $331 million for DE procurement in its 
fiscal 2022 budget request.

Army Awards Laser Weapon Contract To Boeing, 
General Atomics Team

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.

26 October 2021 | Breaking Defense | By Andrew Eversden

WASHINGTON — The US Army’s Rapid Capabilities and 
Critical Technologies Office has awarded a General Atomics and 
Boeing team a contract to develop a 300 kilo-watt class solid state 
Distributed Gain High Energy Laser Weapon System designed to 
shoot down airborne threats.

“The high power, compact laser weapon subsystem prototype 
that GA-EMS will deliver 
under this contract will 
produce a lethal output 
greater than anything fielded 
to date,” said Scott Forney, 
president of  GA-EMS. 
“This technology represents 
a leap-ahead capability for 
air and missile defense that 
is necessary to support the 
Army’s modernization efforts 
and defeat next-generation 
threats in a multi-domain 
battlespace.”

The General Atomics-Boeing 
team was not authorized to 
disclose the contract amount, 
according to a spokesperson.

The partnership will use GA-EMS’s Distributed Gain Laser 

The Army wants to demonstrate a 300 kilowatt laser weapon in fiscal 
2022.  Illustration of  the General Atomics-Boeing laser weapon system. 
(Courtesy of  Boeing)

NEXT POST MEETING 
(IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL):

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022
 BREAKFAST 0930 

MEETING 1000

http://JWV.org
http://USAA.com
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14 Apr 2022 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon
A bipartisan group of  lawmakers is raising the alarm over an 
ongoing suicide crisis among troops in Alaska, saying the Army 
needs to rapidly pour more resources into those rural bases.
Alaska Republican Sens. Dan Sullivan and Lisa Murkowski, 
along with Rep. Jackie 
Speier, D-Calif., sent a 
letter to Secretary of  the 
Army Chrstine Wormuth 
outlining troubling findings 
of  delayed mental health 
care and poor economic 
situations isolating junior 
enlisted troops as key 
points the service needs to 
fix.
“Service members 
stationed in Alaska are 
under an outsized level 
of  stress from several 
angles, including behavioral 
health specialist shortages, 
financial challenges, 
infrastructure and 
transportation limitations, 
and the adjustment to living 
in a remote location with extreme cold weather,” the lawmakers 
wrote in their joint letter.
Leaders in Alaska have been scrambling for resources after at least 
11 soldiers died by suicide last year, with another six deaths still 
under investigation. That’s an increase from 2020, when seven 
soldiers committed suicide, and eight in 2019.
One of  the key issues, those lawmakers found, was extensive wait 
times for a first appointment with a mental health care provider 
-- often taking more than two weeks. Compounding that issue is 
a lack of  providers. Right now, Fort Wainwright has 11 unfilled 
mental health care positions.
Another major concern is the inherent isolation in Alaska and the 
major time difference from where most of  the U.S. population 
lives, making it difficult for troops to stay connected to their 
friends and family at home. Lawmakers also noted economic 
concerns, mostly among junior enlisted soldiers finding it difficult 
to afford flights to the lower 48 states and requested Army leaders 
to provide solutions to ease soldiers’ financial burdens. One idea, 
the lawmakers suggested, was an extra $300 pay per month to 
troops based in Alaska.
Maj. Gen. Brian Eifler, commander of  U.S. Army Alaska, said 
he is mandating all troops have at least one mental health care 

appointment this year. While that mandate is likely contributing 
to the backlog, Eifler says those appointments are catching 
soldiers who were having problems but weren’t seeking care.
Eifler said the biggest issue is recruiting mental health care 
workers to relocate to rural Alaska, as well as other personnel 

for the Army’s civilian 
workforce -- including 
people to operate the gym 
and dining facilities. Some 
of  those amenities not 
being fully staffed is likely 
contributing to quality-
of-life issues among the 
20,000 troops, half  of  
whom are soldiers, across 
Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, Fort Greely 
and Fort Wainwright.
But Speier, Sullivan and 
Murkowski want the Army 
to develop a plan so that 
the ranks in Alaska aren’t 
being filled ad hoc, like 
most other duty stations. 
In their letter to Wormuth, 
they said this could include 

screening new recruits ahead of  time to see whether they’re a 
good fit. They also suggested additional incentives.
Alaska represents a relatively small part of  a growing suicide crisis 
within the ranks. Data from the Defense Department shows 176 
active-duty soldiers died by suicide in 2021. In the same year, 74 
Army reservists and 101 National Guardsmen died by suicide, 
respectively.
Data shows the bulk of  those suicides were not immediately tied 
to combat trauma, with most deaths occuring among troops with 
no past combat deployments. Army leaders and lawmakers on 
Capitol Hill have struggled to come up with solutions to counter 
the crisis, which is also being seen among civilians. For now, the 
service’s main tactic is training junior noncommissioned officers 
to identify red flags early among the soldiers they lead, which in 
many cases involves rocky romantic relationships and financial 
trouble.
Israel recently signed a defense pact with Bahrain, participated 
with dozens of  nations in a U.S.-led naval exercise and is sending 
for the first time a naval attache to be based at the U.S. 5th Fleet 
in Bahrain.

Lawmakers Demand the Army Come Up with a Better 
Plan for Alaska-based Soldiers After String of Suicides

Snipers provide cover for infantry assaulting an objective during a training 
exercise in Alaska in 2022. (Military.com photo by Steve Beynon)
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15 April 2022 | Breaking Defense | By Justin Katz
WASHINGTON — Even as Ukraine has proved its military 
tenacity in ground fighting against Russian troops, observers 
of  the conflict were stunned late this week after the Ukrainian 
military announced it successfully struck the Russian Black Sea 
fleet’s flagship with a pair 
of  cruise missiles.
The notion of  Ukraine’s 
military, the veritable 
underdog in the fight, 
bringing down the 
Moskva, a warship named 
for Russia’s capital city, was 
not only a strategic victory 
but a symbolic one.  
Although Russia’s defense 
ministry refuses to credit 
Moskva’s transformation 
into an artificial reef  
to Ukraine, it does 
acknowledge the ship is 
gone. And that is likely 
a very hard pill for the 
Russians to swallow. 
Russia’s defense ministry 
put out a variety of  statements suggesting the ship suffered an 
accidental fire or explosion, but today a senior US defense official 
told reporters the ship was indeed hit by two Ukrainian Neptune 
missiles.
Sending the warship named after the country’s capital into this war 
“was essentially Moscow sending a signal that we’re here and we’re 
going to stay,” said Jerry Hendrix, a retired US Navy captain and 
a senior fellow with the Sagamore Institute based in Indianapolis. 
“So don’t underestimate the impact of  the loss of  this ship… It’s 
an embarrassment for Putin. It’s an embarrassment for Russia, 
and it is a real blow to the national prestige of  Russia.”
Soviet fleet ships, largely produced in the 1970s and 1980s, the 
Soviet Union chose to store offensive weaponry above deck. 
That means it only takes one well-placed hit to start a fire, which 
then heats up the canisters storing the missiles, transforming 
them into ticking time bombs.  By contrast, the US Navy stores 
offensive munitions below deck, meaning if  a fire threatens to 
start “cooking” a missile, then the crew can quickly flood the 
space before more damage is caused.
But just as analysts were calculating what the Russian loss meant 
for the future of  the European conflict, the sinking of  such a 
high-profile ship also prompted a more introspective question for 
some US naval observers: If  Ukraine could sink a flagship vessel 

with a cruise missile, how well would American ships do in a 
similar situation, as it could see in, for example, the Indo-Pacific 
against China?
The answer, three naval warfare experts told Breaking Defense, 

is complicated, but 
generally the US Navy is 
much better positioned to 
defend against or recover 
from such an attack.
Anti-ship munitions are 
relatively inexpensive, and 
the Chinese have invested 
in plenty of  them, making 
the threat very real. But 
Russia’s surface fleet’s 
ship designs are outdated 
and flawed in ways that 
lend them to catastrophic 
results from even a single 
successful hit. Their 
defenses also haven’t been 
updated as vigorously as 
America’s. Further, the 
apparent incompetence 

of  Russia’s crews likely played a key role in the ship’s inability 
to recover following the strike — a skill US Navy sailors have 
demonstrated time and again.
“The USN does confront a major problem against the Chinese 
in the Indo-Pacific” with respect to its cruise missiles, said Collin 
Koh, a research fellow at the Nanyang Technological University 
in Singapore. “Yet on the flipside, the PLA Navy is also steadily 
building principal surface combatants, and if  the US military is 
able to enhance its anti-ship arsenal then a counter-threat can be 
posed to the Chinese in the same manner.”
Capable anti-ship cruise missiles are readily available in the global 
arms market, and China, for one, has amassed a “potent arsenal” 
of  them, according to Koh.
To be effective, Koh said, a missile doesn’t have to sink a ship 
outright — it just needs to do enough damage that the crew’s 
attention is diverted from launching attacks to keeping themselves 
afloat. If  a weaker force focuses large numbers of  missiles on a 
single ship, they have good odds of  landing one or two useful hits.
Details of  the Moskva’s final moments above water are still foggy, 

What should the US Navy learn from 
Moskva’s demise?

China’s investment in anti-ship weaponry poses a “major problem” for the 
US Navy’s ability to fight in the Indo-Pacific, a Singapore-based analyst told 
Breaking Defense. The Russian missile cruiser Moskva, a flagship of  Russian 
Black Sea Fleet, enters Sevastopol bay. (Photo by VASILY BATANOV/AFP via 
Getty Images)

See Moskva Demise — continued on page 16
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The Only Missile Attack on the Modern US Navy Was 
Fired by an Iraqi Business Plane

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
Although first produced in 1967, the French-made Exocet anti-
ship missile has a deadly service history. The weapon uses active 
radar to home in on its target, skims the ocean surface as it 
approaches its target and hits with a high-explosive, semi-armor 
piercing warhead at just below the speed of  sound.
It’s also a versatile weapon and civilian jets can be modified to 
fire the Exocet missile, as the U.S. Navy uncovered after the USS 
Stark was hit by two of  them 
in the Persian Gulf  in 1987.
Flying in at high speeds, just 
6.5 feet above the water, the 
Exocet missile is a very hard 
weapon to see and even more 
difficult to defend against. 
So when an Iraqi aircraft 
fired two Exocet missiles at 
the USS Stark in 1987, the 
American guided missile 
frigate was lucky to survive. 
U.S. sailors weren’t so lucky.
Exocet missiles didn’t see 
combat until the United 
Kingdom went to war with 
Argentina over the Falkland 
Islands in 1982. The Royal 
Navy’s chief  concern was 
Argentina’s Exocet missile 
stockpile.
The bulk of  British naval losses came at the hands of  Argentine 
Exocet missiles, sinking the guided missile destroyer HMS 
Sheffield and the supply ship MV Atlantic Conveyor. Exocets also 
damaged other British ships and killed dozens of  sailors.
The USS Stark was in the Persian Gulf  to protect oil tankers 
traversing through the area from being attacked by Iranian forces. 
At the time, Iran and Iraq had been at war for seven years in a 
brutal stalemate that killed an estimated half-million people on 
both sides.
Although officially neutral in the conflict, the United States 
provided significant materiel support to Iraq, as well as protection 
for international shipping in the Persian Gulf  region and through 
the Strait of  Hormuz. Nearly a dozen tankers and merchant 
vessels had been sunk in the region since the start of  the Iran-
Iraq War, all by Exocet missiles.
On May 17, 1987, Stark was off  the coast of  Saudi Arabia, outside 
the Iran-Iraq War’s exclusion zone at just after 10 p.m. local time 
when it picked up an incoming aircraft. Originally believed to be 

a Dassault Mirage F1 fighter, Stark requested it to identify itself  
when it turned toward the ship. No reply came. No reply came 
for the ship’s second request, either.
In less than 10 minutes after first detecting the incoming craft, the 
ship was targeted by the jet’s radar. It fired two Exocet missiles 
and then withdrew. The Stark didn’t detect either of  the incoming 
missiles until they were 1.5 minutes away. Stark’s air defenses did 
not activate in time, and both hit the ship on its port side.

The first missile warhead 
failed to detonate but 
penetrated the hull. Fuel 
from the missile caught fire 
and spread through 
the ship’s interior, including 
its weapons control systems. 
The ship was unable to 
defend itself. Thirty seconds 
later, the second missile hit 
Stark and exploded, ripping a 
15-foot-wide hole in the port 
side.
Thirty-seven sailors were 
killed or lost at sea in the attack. 
Another 21 were wounded 
but survived. Stark never 
fired a weapon in defense 
or in retaliation, and the 
Iraqi fighter escaped the area 

unharmed. The Stark began to list after the attack, and the ship’s 
captain, Capt. Glenn Brindel, ordered the starboard side of  the 

In the Persian Gulf, a port quarter view of  the guided missile frigate USS 
Stark listing to port after being hit by two Iraqi Exocet missiles within 30 
seconds. (U.S. Navy)

A view of  damage sustained by the guided missile frigate USS 
Stark when it was hit by two Iraqi-launched Exocet missile 
while on patrol in the Persian Gulf. (U.S. Navy)

See Iraqi Plane — continued on page 16
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Revolutionary Find: 19 Cannons in River 
Likely Sunk in 1779

29 Apr 2022  | Associated Press | By Russ Bynum
SAVANNAH, Ga. — A warehouse along the Savannah River is 
holding historical treasures that evidence suggests remained lost 
for more than 240 years — a cache of  19 cannons that researchers 
suspect came from British ships scuttled to the river bottom 
during the American Revolution.
The mud- and rust-encrusted guns were discovered by accident. 
A dredge scooping sediment from the riverbed last year as part 
of  a $973 million deepening of  Savannah’s busy shipping channel 
surfaced with one the cannons clasped in its metal jaws. The crew 
soon dug up two more.
Archaeologists guessed they were possibly leftover relics from a 
sunken Confederate gunship excavated a few years earlier in the 
same area, said Andrea Farmer, an archaeologist for the Army 
Corps of  Engineers. But experts for the U.S. Navy found they 
didn’t match any known cannons used in the Civil War. Further 
research indicates they’re likely almost a century older and sank 
during the buildup to the Revolutionary War’s bloody siege of  
Savannah in 1779.
In a timeframe of  just over a year, 19 cannons were hoisted from 
the same area of  the river a few miles downstream from Savannah, 
where Georgia was founded as the last of  Britain’s 13 American 
colonies in 1733.
“They’re in remarkably good shape,” Farmer said. “Many were 
buried in clay and covered by silt and debris that kind of  protected 
them.”
Now officials with the U.S. and British governments, as well as 
the state of  Georgia, are working together on an agreement to 
preserve the newly found guns before putting them on display. 
Commodore Philip Nash of  the British Royal Navy, a military 
attache based in Washington, viewed the artifacts submerged in 
metal tubs of  water during a visit Thursday.
“Some of  these pieces are in amazing condition and I’m sure 
could tell some stories,” Nash said.
The cannons are being kept in water to prevent further 
deterioration until experts can carefully clean them. Meanwhile, 
researchers are looking for more definitive proof  linking the 
cannons to British ships from the American Revolution.
Farmer said researchers are very confident of  the connection. 
Savannah had been under British occupation for about a year by 
the fall of  1779, when colonists planned an attack to retake the 
city with help from French and Haitian allies.
When French ships carrying troops were spotted off  the Georgia 
coast, the British hurried to scuttle at least six ships in the Savannah 
River downstream from the city to block the French vessels. The 
land battle that followed was one of  the bloodiest of  the war. 

B r i t i s h 
f o r c e s 
k i l l e d 
nearly 300 
c o l o n i a l 
f i g h t e r s 
and their 
allies, while 
wounding 
hund r ed s 
more.
Farmer said 
researchers 
suspect the 
c a n n o n s 
found in 
the river 
came from the British ship HMS Savannah and possibly a second 
ship scuttled at the same time, the HMS Venus. The longer guns 
appear to match cannons manufactured in France during the 
mid-1700s, she said. Researchers are looking for ship logs and 
manifests in hopes of  confirming the armaments aboard those 
ships.
It’s also possible the cannons themselves and other artifacts 
found at the site — pieces of  anchors and a portion of  a ship’s 
bell — once cleaned might bear markings or other clues to which 
ship they belonged to. The wood from those ships, Farmer said, 
decayed long ago or got destroyed by prior dredging projects over 
a series of  decades.
The question of  who owns the artifacts gets a little murky. They 
were found in state waters of  Georgia during a dredging project 
headed by the Army Corps, a U.S. government agency. The British 
government could make an ownership claim if  there’s strong 
evidence the artifacts came from British ships.
Farmer said all of  those parties are working on an agreement 
to preserve the cannons and ultimately have them displayed at 
the Savannah History Museum, which incorporates the battlefield 
where the bloodiest fighting occurred during the 1779 siege.
“Everybody wants to keep the artifacts in Savannah,” Farmer 
said, “because that makes the most sense.”

Commodore Philip Nash, left, of  the British Royal 
Navy, gets a briefing from U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers archaeologist Andrea Farmer on Thursday, 
April 28, 2022, in Savannah, Ga., about 19 cannons 
recovered from the Savannah River, that experts 
suspect came from one or more British ships scuttled 
in the river during the American Revolution in 1779. 
(AP Photo/Russ Bynum)
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Like every great 
villain, Benedict 
Arnold thought he 
was doing the right 
thing.

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
Benedict Arnold began the Revolutionary War as a dedicated 
patriot and able battlefield commander. Without Arnold, it could 
be argued, the fledgling United States may not have survived. 
All he really wanted was recognition for his contributions.
Had he not become the most famous turncoat in U.S. history, 
his remains might have been interred in a grand or historically 
meaningful tomb, visited by thousands every year. Arnold’s 
betrayal, however, overshadows any contribution to American 
independence, and his tomb is visited by only a dozen or so 
every day.
The only problem is those visitors are around five years old 
and have no idea who he was, if  they know he’s there at all. 
Today, his London crypt has been repurposed as a kindergarten 
classroom.
Before his betrayal, Arnold led American patriot forces in much 
of  the fighting that took place in Canada and New England 
between 1775 and 1780. There were two pivotal battles that 
changed the course of  the war, the outcomes for which Arnold 
felt he deserved credit.
In October 1776, the U.S. Navy fought one of  its first-ever 
battles under the command of  an Army general: Brig. Gen. 
Benedict Arnold. The Americans fought the British near 
Valcour Bay on Lake Champlain. They didn’t win the battle, 
but their performance under Arnold’s command effectively 
prevented a British invasion from Canada that year.
Arnold was lambasted by his fellow officers because he lost 
many of  his ships in the Great Lakes to the British fleet 
defending Lake Champlain. It cost him a promotion to major 
general, and snub that nearly caused him to resign. George 
Washington convinced him to stay in the Continental Army. He 
would finally reach the rank in 1777.
When the British invasion from Canada did come, Arnold was 
a field commander as the Continental Army met it at Saratoga, 
New York. Arnold was wounded twice in the defense of  
Saratoga, but the American victory led to French intervention 
and, eventually, American independence -- but the credit for 
Saratoga went to Gen. Horatio Gates.

Benedict Arnold’s Body Lies in the Wall of 
a British Kindergarten

It was, of  course, in 1780 that Arnold’s plot to abandon West 
Point to the British was exposed. Arnold, nearly crippled by 
his wounds and incensed that he was continuously denied the 
credit for his contributions, began to have doubts about his 
cause. He purposely weakened the fort’s defenses and ensured 
it would be low on supplies if  a British attack came.
It never came. Although he finally settled on the price of  20,000 
pounds to hand the fort over, the plot came to light before it 
could be put into action. Arnold escaped to the British army, 
was given an annual income and the rank of  brigadier general. 
Although he led a few raids on commercial targets, the military 
glory that eluded him in the Continental Army still eluded him 
as a redcoat.
When the Americans won their war of  independence, Arnold 
relocated to Canada and later London, where the specter of  his 
betrayal never left him. He was never fully trusted, struggled in 
his business ventures and was even burned in effigy in front of  
his family.
Arnold died in 1801 and was interred at St. Mary’s Church, 
Battersea, in London, England. The basement crypt of  the old 
church is where the Sunday school classes are held and, on 
weekdays, is rented out to a private kindergarten.
Somewhere along the walls, amid the books, crayon drawings 
and fish tanks is a 
tombstone that reads 
“In this crypt lies the 
bodies of  Benedict 
Arnold, 1741-1801, 
Sometime general 
in the army of  
George Washington 
and devoted wife 
Margaret Shippen 
and their beloved 
daughter Sophia 
Matilda Phipps. 
The two nations 
whom he served in 
turn in the years of  
their enmity have 
united in enduring 
friendship.”
The relief  was 
donated in 2004 
by an anonymous 
donor who believed 

The Boot Monument at Saratoga National 
Historic Park. (National Park Service)

See Benedict Arnold — continued on page 16



15

The Phoenix Ghost, a Secretive ‘Suicide Drone’ 
Developed in California, Is Headed to Ukraine

3 May 2022 | The San Diego Union-Tribune | By Gary Robbins
The Ukrainian military will soon begin tracking and attacking 
Russian forces with a secret new “suicide drone” produced by 
Aevex Aerospace, a little-known Solana Beach company that has 
considerable experience with unmanned aerial systems.
The U.S. is sending 121 of  the company’s Phoenix Ghost drones 
to Ukraine, where they are expected to get heavy use in the eastern 
part of  the country. 
Russian forces have 
regrouped there 
and are somewhat 
exposed in flat, open 
territory similar to 
California’s Central 
Valley.
Defense analysts 
say it appears the 
Phoenix Ghost will 
loiter in the sky, 
quietly looking for 
targets. Once it finds 
one, the drone goes 
into a dive and rams 
the object, setting 
off  its explosive 
warhead. Analysts 
speculate that it 
is a comparatively 
small weapon that 
could be hard to see 
against the cloud 
cover that shroud 
much of  Ukraine in late April and in May.
The vehicle’s specific size, shape, payloads and capabilities haven’t 
been disclosed. Nor has anyone explained the origin of  the 
drone’s name.
The Pentagon did disclose that it began developing the vehicle 
before Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24. Such weapons can 
be developed quickly because some countries, notably the U.S., 
have deep experience with drone technology, and many of  these 
weapons can use off-the-shelf  equipment.
“We can’t talk about details,” said Brian Raduenz, the retired Air 
Force lieutenant colonel who serves as chief  executive officer of  
Aevex Aerospace. “I have to refer you to the remarks that John 
Kirby made about this.
Kirby, chief  spokesman for the Pentagon, told reporters on 
April 21, “This unmanned aerial system is designed for tactical 

This image provided by the U.S. Marine Corps, shows a Switchblade 300 10C drone system 
being used as part of  a training exercise at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center 
Twentynine Palms, Calif., on Sept. 24, 2021. (Cpl. Alexis Moradian/U.S. Marine Corps via AP)

operations. In other words, largely, but not exclusively, to attack 
targets. ... It can also be used to give you a site picture of  what it 
is seeing, of  course. But it’s principal focus is attack. ...
“Its purpose is akin to that of  the Switchblade, which we have 
been talking about in the past, which is basically a one-way drone 
and attack drone. And that’s essentially what this is designed to 
do.”

Switchblade is a 
quiet, lightweight, 
a l l - e l e c t r i c 
drone made by 
AeroVironment , 
a company based 
in Arlington, Va. 
Popular Mechanics 
describes it as a 
“flying camera robot 
with an explosive 
inside ... that will 
help find or attack 
nearby enemies, not 
far-away ones.”
The 5.5-pound 
300 version of  
Switchblade can be 
carried in a soldier’s 
backpack and 
quickly launched 
— making it highly 
useful for Ukrainian 
soldiers who are 
trying to maneuver 

around Russian troop and vehicles. The larger 600 version of  
Switchblade is being used to destroy Russian tanks and armored 
vehicles, many which litter roads in the Donbas region of  Ukraine.
The Biden administration says it has provided at least 1,000 
Switchblades to Ukraine. The country also is using the much 
larger Turkish Bayraktar TB2 drones, which pack laser-guided 
missiles.
Although Raduenz declined to discuss Phoenix Ghost in detail, 
it appears that Aevex Aerospace has considerable technical 
expertise. It works with the San Diego County division of  
General Atomics, the maker of  some famous unmanned — and 
much larger — aerial vehicles as the Predator and Reaper drones.
Aevex has about 600 workers, some of  whom deploy overseas to 
help the company’s military and commercial customers.
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Russian ‘Satan’ — continued from page 5Moskva Demise — continued from page 11

but there is consensus that the ship did not sink immediately 
following the strike, but rather succumbed to the damage while 
transiting back to port.
The Israeli Navy experienced a similar incident in 2006 when the 
Iran-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah managed to strike the 
corvette INS Hanit from land, Koh noted.
“The strike didn’t sink the warship [Hanit] but put it out of  action. 
This incident, and the latest Moskva sinking, reinforces the notion 
that in today’s naval warfare, weaker parties can still pose an 
asymmetric threat to stronger naval adversaries,” he said.
James Foggo III, a retired four-star Navy admiral who now 
leads the Center for Maritime Strategy, said he was particularly 
concerned about what retaliatory measures the Russians would 
take after losing a flagship. He said many countries’ flagships are 
typically well-maintained, and relatively state-of-the-art vessels that 
are meant to represent the best of  a nation. Moskva was rumored 
to be Putin’s favorite.
Foggo also pointed outed there is an irony about Moskva’s fate, 
and its status of  flagship. Early on in the Russian invasion, the 
Ukrainian government ordered its own navy’s flagship, the frigate 
Hetman Sahaidachny, to be scuttled, or intentionally sunk, in 
Nikolaev port northeast of  Odesa in order to keep the Russians 
from seizing it. Foggo said that the Moskva and other ships in its 
class were built at the same port when Ukraine was part of  the 
USSR.
“And that’s where the Ukrainian flagship remains sunk. And now 
the Ukrainians, if  it’s true, sunk Moskva, the flagship of  the Black 
Sea Fleet,” he said. “It’s just — I mean, you can’t make this up. It’s 
like a Hollywood script.”

Iraqi Plane — continued from page 12

            

missiles each country could maintain.

As of  March 2022, Russia still fields 46 SS-18 missiles, each with 
10 warheads, on top of  its other deployed ICBMs, an estimated 
320 in all, according to the Arms Control Association. While it 
plans to dismantle its Satan missile stockpile under the terms of  
the 2012 New START agreement, it is still building new ICBM 
technology.

Russia’s newest weapon is the RS-28 Sarmat “Satan-2” missile, 
with 10 heavy reentry vehicles, each with enough payload to 
wipe out an area the size of  Texas or France. It also features 
hypersonic glide vehicles to make it less detectable by U.S. or 
space-based sensor systems and could be immune to American 
missile defense systems.

vessel flooded to keep it level and prevent it from sinking.
The U.S. Navy’s board of  inquiry determined that the attack could 
not have come from a Mirage F1 fighter, as that aircraft could only 
fire one Exocet missile. It was actually from a Dassault Falcon 50 
business jet, modified to fire Exocet missiles.
In the aftermath of  the attack, Capt. Brindel was reprimanded 
and relieved of  duty. He opted to retire early, but since he had not 
held the rank of  captain long enough, he was forced to retire as a 
commander.
Iran called the incident a “divine blessing” and warned the West to 
stay out of  the Persian Gulf. Iraq, controlled by Saddam Hussein’s 
Ba’athist regime at the time, apologized for the attack and agreed 
to pay $27.3 million in compensation to the families of  the 37 US 
Navy personnel killed.
President Ronald Reagan did not take Iran’s warning. Instead, 
he recommitted the U.S. to protecting international shipping in 
the area and maintained the U.S. Navy presence. The USS Stark 
was escorted to Bahrain for repairs before returning to port in 
Florida. It returned to the Middle East in the 1990s before being 
decommissioned in 1997.

Arnold should be recognized for his contributions toward 
American independence.
Today, the only American memorial is the “boot monument” 
in Saratoga National Historical Park. Benedict Arnold isn’t 
mentioned by name, but the monument a tribute to Arnold and 
his wounded leg and reads:
“In memory of  the “most brilliant soldier” of  the Continental 
Army who was desperately wounded on this spot the sally 
port of  Burgoynes Great Western Redoubt. 7th October, 1777 
winning for his countrymen the decisive battle of  the American 
Revolution and for himself  the rank of  Major General.”

Benedict Arnold — continued from page 14

            



Gulf War Registry Health Exam 
for Veterans

VA’s Gulf  War Registry Health Exam alerts Veterans to possible long-
term health problems that may be related to environmental exposures 
during their military service. The registry data helps VA understand and 
respond to these health problems more effectively.

Contact your local VA Environmental Health coordinator about getting 
a Gulf  War registry health exam: 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp 

About the Gulf War Registry health exam
This comprehensive health exam includes an exposure and medical 
history, laboratory tests, and a physical exam. A VA health professional 
will discuss the results face-to-face with the Veteran and in a follow-up 

letter.

Important points about registry 
health exams
• Free to eligible Veterans and no co-payment

• Not a disability compensation exam or 
required for other VA benefits

• Enrollment in VA’s health care system not 
necessary

• Based on Veterans’ recollection of  service, not on their military 
records

• Veterans can receive additional registry exams if  new problems 
develop

• Veterans’ family members are not eligible for registry exams

Eligibility for Gulf War Registry health exam
Veterans who served in the Gulf  during Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, or Operation New 
Dawn are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry exam.

You do not need to be enrolled in VA health care to take part.

Burn Pit Registry
Veterans who are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry may also join 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, which includes 
additional data related to airborne hazards.

Check your eligibility and sign up through an online questionnaire:

https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/
home

Interested in disability compensation?
The registry evaluation is separate from VA’s disability compensation 
process.

Veterans who want to be considered for disability compensation for 
health problems related to Gulf  War service must file a claim for 
disability compensation:  https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/
homepage

During the claims process, VA will set up a separate exam for 
compensation if  necessary.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for fun 
facts about JWV history.
To celebrate this milestone, order the 125th Anniversary 
commemorative pin! The pins are $5 each and a minimum 
of  5 pins per order is required. Post Commanders please 
consolidate your requests and e-mail or call Cara Rinkoff  
at National: crinkoff@jwv.org; 202-265-6280, ext. 413.

JWV Celebrates 125 Years

Read The Jewish Veteran

Click on the picture above to read the latest issue of  the 
JWV online National newspaper — The Jewish Veteran.

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp  
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home 
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home 
mailto:crinkoff%40jwv.org?subject=JWV%20Pins
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/The-Jewish-Veteran-Issue-1-2022-rev.pdf

