
CC NNECTIONSNNECTIONS
September 2022

Sunday, September 18th

9:30 am Breakfast at Publix Apex
16560 N Nebraska Ave, Lutz, FL 33549

10:00 am Meeting
In-Person and Also Available via Zoom

https://zoom.us/j/94617101226?pwd=Qnl
wTlYzWXhDRVVkclJaYmFrb1dEZz09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 946 1710 1226

Passcode: 338613
If  you plan on joining by phone (not recommended), you 
can find a phone number by clicking the link below (or 

check the list in your Post E-Mail): 

https://zoom.us/u/at2sncWnr
Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:

 Meeting ID: 946 1710 1226
Passcode: 338613

NEXT POST MEETINGNEXT POST MEETING

Sunday September 18   0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex 
Sunday September 25   1923 Rosh Hashanah Begins at Sundown
Monday September 26  Rosh Hashanah
Tuesday October 4    1912 Kol Nidre
Wednesday October 5  Yom Kippur
Sunday October 9    1907 Sukkot Begins at Sundown
Sunday October 16    0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex
Monday October 17  Simchat Torah
Sunday October 23    0930 Dept of  FL Qtly Mtg — The Villages
Sunday November 6   0200 Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday November 20   0930** Post Meeting at Publix Apex
Thursday November 24  Thanksgiving Day
Saturday November 17   1800 Post Meeting and Chanukah Party at
    Compton Park, Tampa Palms
Sunday December 18   1738 Chanukah Begins at Sundown
  

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDARCALENDAR**

Commander Larry Jasper • lmjasper@reagan.com • (813) 404-5616

*   Dates and Times are subject to change
**  Meeting begins at 1000 both in-person and virtually via Zoom,  
if  necessary. Breakfast begins at 0930 at the Apex Publix.

For the latest updates:

Check out all of  our websites:
Post 373 — www.jwvtampa.org
Dept of  FL  — www.jwv-fl.org
JWV National  — www.jwv.org
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ALBERT ARONOWITZ CHAPTER, Tampa, Florida
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CC MMANDER’SMMANDER’S          
                      CC RNERRNER

Commander’s Comments for Summer 2022:
I hope everyone enjoyed their summer.  Although, here in 
Florida, summer is almost all year round!
We held our Department of  Florida Annual Convention in 
Delray Beach on June 26th. We were honored to have had 
MG (Ret) James “Hammer” Hartsell, Executive Director 
of  the Florida Department of  Veterans Affairs as our 
guest speaker. To say he was dynamic and informative is 
an understatement.
Our next Department of  Florida meeting will be on 
October 23rd in The Villages. We will have a presentation 
by Irving Locker at the meeting. Irving is a WWII veteran 
who landed on D-Day and was a camp liberator.  He is 
turning 98 and still going strong!
We presented the colors at the Rays game on Wednesday 
June 29th.  We continue to “show the cap”!
The National Convention was held in Savannah on August 
7-12.  For the first time it was a hybrid convention and a 
number of  members who were not able to attend in person 
were able to attend online.   A lot of  good information 
came from the convention as well as many good things. 
• We elected National Vice Commander Nelson Mellitz as 
National Commander for 2022-2023. 
• Past Commander, Department of  Massachusetts, Barry 
Lischinsky as National Vice Commander for the same 
period.
• There were 7 Resolutions passed. 
• The newly re-written National Constitution and By-laws 
were passed. 
• During the convention the PACT Act was signed.  See 
info in this issue.
• We had Mr. Denis McDonough, US Secretary of  the 
Veterans Affairs as our Keynote Speaker.
• Hannah Deutsch gave a presentation on the Holocaust. 
She is a survivor and turned 100 in July.
The new Constitution and By-laws are available on the 
National Website and will soon be on our website. I 
was part of  the committee that met for nearly a year to 

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Post 373: 
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa

accomplish a complete re-write. The documents needed 
to be rewritten. Significant changes were needed to be 
made and a lot of  discussion was had during the sessions. 
The work is not over, as now the Department and Post 
Constitutions and By-laws have to be rewritten to be in 
sync with the new National documents.
As the VA has not as yet opened its doors to the general 
public, we will continue to meet at the Publix at the Apex. 
Our next meeting will be on Sunday September 18th. At 
that meeting we have a lot to discuss – we have multiple 
requests for attendance at services for Veterans Day, we 
need to plan our Veterans Day fundraising, as well as other 
items. Please make every effort to attend.
I hope to see everyone at the September meeting. 

I also want to wish everyone ׁשנה טובה ומתוקה, Shana 
tovah u’metukah, a good and sweet year, filled with good 
health and much Joy. 
L’Shalom,
Larry 

https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv
https://www.facebook.com/jwvtampa
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The PACT Act and your VA benefits
The PACT Act is a new law that expands VA health care and 
benefits for Veterans exposed to burn pits and other toxic 
substances. This law helps us provide generations of  Veterans — 
and their survivors — with the care and benefits they’ve earned 
and deserve.
This page will help answer your questions about what the PACT 
Act means for you or your loved ones. You can also call us at 
800-698-2411 (TTY: 711). And you can file a claim for PACT Act-
related disability compensation or apply for VA health care now.
To file a disability claim online:  https://www.va.gov/disability/
file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
To apply for VA Healthcare online:  https://www.va.gov/health-
care/apply/application/introduction
What’s the PACT Act and how will it affect my VA 
benefits and care?
The PACT Act is perhaps the largest health care and benefit 
expansion in VA history. The full name of  the law is The Sergeant 
First Class (SFC) Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to 
Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act.
The PACT Act will bring these changes:

• Expands and extends eligibility for VA health care for 
Veterans with toxic exposures and Veterans of  the Vietnam, 
Gulf  War, and post-9/11 eras
• Adds more than 20 new presumptive conditions for burn 
pits and other toxic exposures
• Adds more presumptive-exposure locations for Agent 
Orange and radiation
• Requires VA to provide a toxic exposure screening to every 
Veteran enrolled in VA health care
• Helps us improve research, staff  education, and treatment 
related to toxic exposures

If  you’re a Veteran or survivor, you can file claims now to apply 
for PACT Act-related benefits.
What does it mean to have a presumptive condition for 
toxic exposure?
To get a VA disability rating, your disability must connect to your 
military service. For many health conditions, you need to prove 
that your service caused your condition. 
But for some conditions, we automatically assume (or “presume”)
that your service caused your condition. We call these “presumptive 
conditions.”
We consider a condition presumptive when it’s established by law 
or regulation.
If  you have a presumptive condition, you don’t need to prove 
that your service caused the condition. You only need to meet the 
service requirements for the presumption.

Gulf War era and post-9/11 Veteran eligibility
We’ve added more than 20 burn pit and other toxic exposure 
presumptive conditions based on the PACT Act. This change 
expands benefits for Gulf  War era and post-9/11 Veterans.
These cancers are now presumptive:

• Brain cancer
• Gastrointestinal cancer of  any type
• Glioblastoma
• Head cancer of  any type
• Kidney cancer
• Lymphatic cancer of  any type
• Lymphoma of  any type
• Melanoma
• Neck cancer of  any type
• Pancreatic cancer
• Reproductive cancer of  any type
• Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of  any type

These illnesses are now presumptive:
• Asthma that was diagnosed after service
• Chronic bronchitis
• Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
• Chronic rhinitis
• Chronic sinusitis
 • Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative bronchiolitis
• Emphysema
• Granulomatous disease
• Interstitial lung disease (ILD)
• Pleuritis
• Pulmonary fibrosis
• Sarcoidosis

How do I know if I have a presumptive exposure to burn 
pits?
If  you served in any of  these locations and time periods, we’ve 
determined that you had exposure to burn pits or other toxins. 
We call this having a presumption of  exposure.
On or after September 11, 2001, in any of  these locations:

• Afghanistan
• Djibouti
• Egypt
• Jordan
• Lebanon
• Syria
• Uzbekistan
• Yemen
• The airspace above any of  these locations

https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction 
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction 
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction 
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction 
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On or after August 2, 1990, in any of  these locations:
• Bahrain
• Iraq
• Kuwait
• Oman
• Qatar
• Saudi Arabia
• Somalia
• The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
• The airspace above any of  these locations

Am I eligible for free VA health care as a post-9/11 
combat Veteran?
We’re extending and expanding VA health care eligibility based 
on the PACT Act. We encourage you to apply, no matter your 
separation date. Your eligibility depends on your service history 
and other factors.
If  you meet the requirements listed here, you can get free VA 
health care for any condition related to your service for up to 10 
years from the date of  your most recent discharge or separation. 
You can also enroll at any time during this period and get any care 
you need, but you may owe a copay for some care.
At least one of  these must be true of  your active-duty service:

• You served in a theater of  combat operations during a 
period of  war after the Persian Gulf  War, or
• You served in combat against a hostile force during a period 
of  hostilities after November 11, 1998

And this must be true for you:
• You were discharged or released on or after October 1, 2013

We encourage you to enroll now so we can provide any care you 
may need now or in the future. Enrollment is free.
What if I was discharged or released before October 1, 
2013?
If  you meet the requirements listed here, you can receive care 
and enroll during a special enrollment period between October 
1, 2022, and October 1, 2023.
At least one of  these must be true of  your active-duty service:

• You served in a theater of  combat operations during a 
period of  war after the Persian Gulf  War, or
• You served in combat against a hostile force during a period 
of  hostilities after November 11, 1998

And both of  these must be true for you:
• You were discharged or released between September 11, 
2001, and October 1, 2013, and
• You haven’t enrolled in VA health care before

We encourage you to apply during this 1-year period so we can 
provide you with any care you may need now or in the future. 
Enrollment is free. And your care may be free as well.

Vietnam era Veteran eligibility
What new Agent Orange presumptive conditions will 
VA add?
Based on the PACT Act, we’ve added 2 new Agent Orange 
presumptive conditions:

• High blood pressure (also called hypertension)
• Monoclonal gammopathy of  undetermined significance 
(MGUS)

If  you think you’re eligible for VA health care and benefits, we 
encourage you to apply now.
What new Agent Orange presumptive locations will VA 
add?
We’ve added these 5 new locations to the list of  presumptive 
locations:

• Any U.S. or Royal Thai military base in Thailand from January 
9, 1962, through June 30, 1976 
• Laos from December 1, 1965, through September 30, 1969
• Cambodia at Mimot or Krek, Kampong Cham Province 
from April 16, 1969, through April 30, 1969
• Guam or American Samoa or in the territorial waters off  of  
Guam or American Samoa from January 9, 1962, through July 
30, 1980
• Johnston Atoll or on a ship that called at Johnston Atoll 
from January 1, 1972, through September 30, 1977

If  you served on active duty in any of  these locations, we’ll 
automatically assume (or “presume”) that you had exposure to 
Agent Orange.
What new radiation presumptive locations will VA add?
We’ve added these 3 new response efforts to the list of  presumptive 
locations:

• Cleanup of  Enewetak Atoll, from January 1, 1977, through 
December 31, 1980
• Cleanup of  the Air Force B-52 bomber carrying nuclear 
weapons off  the coast of  Palomares, Spain, from January 
17, 1966, through March 31, 1967
• Response to the fire onboard an Air Force B-52 bomber 
carrying nuclear weapons near Thule Air Force Base in 
Greenland from January 21, 1968, to September 25, 1968

If  you took part in any of  these efforts, we’ll automatically assume 
(or “presume”) that you had exposure to radiation.
Getting benefits
If  you haven’t filed a claim yet for the presumptive condition, 
you can file a new claim online now. You can also file by mail, in 
person, or with the help of  a trained professional.
File for VA disability compensation online
Learn more about how to file a disability 
compensation claim
If  we denied your disability claim in the past and we now 
consider your condition presumptive, you can submit a 

https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
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Supplemental Claim. We’ll review your case again.
Find out how to file a Supplemental Claim
What if VA denied my claim but now considers my 
condition presumptive?
We encourage you to file a Supplemental Claim. When we receive 
a Supplemental Claim, we’ll review the claim again.
Find out how to file a Supplemental Claim
Note: If  we denied your claim in the past and we think you may 
be eligible now, we’ll try to contact you. But you don’t need to wait 
for us to contact you before you file a Supplemental Claim.
What if I have a pending claim for a condition that’s 
now presumptive?
You don’t need to do anything. If  we added your condition after 
you filed your claim, we’ll still consider it presumptive. We’ll send 
you a decision notice when we complete our review.
Can I apply now?
Yes. We’re considering all presumptive conditions established by 
the PACT Act presumptive on the date the bill becomes law.
If  you think you may be eligible for VA health care or benefits, we 
encourage you to apply now.
When can I expect VA to make a decision on my PACT 
Act claim?
We encourage all Veterans and survivors to file for benefits now. 
We’ll start to process PACT Act-related benefits in January 2023. 
We must wait for funding approval from Congress and put the 
needed systems in place before we can process these claims.
If  you apply for benefits at any time in the next year and we grant 
your application, we’ll likely backdate your benefits to the date of  
the bill signing. This means we’ll pay you the amount you would 
have received from August 10, 2022, to the date we grant your 
application.
Information for survivors
Can Veterans’ survivors get compensation payments 
under the PACT Act?
Yes. If  you’re a surviving family member of  a Veteran, you may be 
eligible for these benefits:

• A monthly VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 
(VA DIC) payment. You may qualify if  you’re the surviving 
spouse, dependent child, or parent of  a Veteran who died 
from a service-connected disability. 

Learn how to apply for VA DIC
• A one-time accrued benefits payment. You may qualify if  
you’re the surviving spouse, dependent child, or dependent 
parent of  a Veteran who we owed unpaid benefits at the time 
of  their death.

Learn about evidence needed for accrued benefits
• A Survivors Pension. You may qualify if  you’re the surviving 
spouse or child of  a Veteran with wartime service.

Learn how to apply for a Survivors Pension
What if VA denied my DIC claim and I think I’m now 
eligible?
You can submit a new application for VA dependency and 
indemnity compensation (VA DIC). 
Learn about VA DIC and how to apply
Note: If  we denied your claim in the past and we think you 
may be eligible now, we’ll try to contact you. We may be able 
to reevaluate your claim. But you don’t need to wait for us to 
contact you before you reapply.
What other VA benefits are survivors eligible for?
You may be eligible for these VA benefits as the surviving family 
member of  a Veteran:

• Burial benefits and memorial items such as a gravesite 
in a VA national cemetery or a free headstone, marker, or 
medallion.
• A burial allowance to help with the Veteran’s burial and 
funeral costs. You may qualify if  you’re the Veteran’s surviving 
spouse, partner, child, or parent.
• Education and training. You may qualify if  you’re the 
survivor of  a Veteran who died in the line of  duty or as a 
result of  service-connected disabilities.
• Health care through the Civilian Health and Medical 
Program of  the Department of  Veterans Affairs 
(CHAMPVA). You may qualify if  you’re the survivor or 
dependent of  a Veteran with a service-connected disability.
• A VA-backed home loan. You may qualify if  you’re the 
surviving spouse of  a Veteran.

Help support the JWV with a 
USAA Visa Credit Card.

Go to JWV.org or USAA.com to apply.

https://www.va.gov/decision-reviews/supplemental-claim/
https://www.va.gov/decision-reviews/supplemental-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/dependency-indemnity-compensation/
https://www.va.gov/resources/evidence-to-support-va-pension-dic-or-accrued-benefits-claims/
https://www.va.gov/pension/survivors-pension/
https://www.va.gov/disability/dependency-indemnity-compensation/
http://JWV.org
http://USAA.com
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Military Retirees and Dependents With ID Cards That 
Don’t Expire Need to Get Replacements 

14 Jul 2022  | Military.com | By Travis Tritten

Retirees and military family members who have identification 
cards with no expiration date can choose to upgrade to the new 
Next Generation Uniform Services Identification, or USID, cards 
whenever it’s convenient -- as long as it’s done within the next 
four years, according to the Defense Department.

There is no looming deadline for use of  those old non-active duty 
cards without expiration dates, but the department expects to 
completely phase out and replace them with the next-generation 
IDs, which are more durable and have enhanced security features, 
by 2026, Maj. Charlie 
Dietz, a spokesman, 
told Military.com.

In the meantime, 
cards with expiration 
dates are required to 
be replaced within 
90 days of  elapsing. 
The Defense 
Department began 
the effort to update 
all those IDs to 
the new format 
in July 2020, but 
the changeover hit 
delays caused by the 
pandemic.

“DoD plans to 
phase out and cancel 
the existing card 
forms in 2026 when 
all existing cards with an actual expiration date will have expired,” 
Dietz wrote in an email. “After then, only the USID card will be 
accepted for installation and benefits access.”

The USID format for military retirees and dependents represents 
the first change to those identification cards in nearly 30 years; 
the last update was in 1993. The new design closely resembles 
the Common Access Card, or CAC, format issued to active-duty 
troops and department civilians.

Airman 1st Ruby Bennett hands a military dependent a new identification card at Fairchild 
Air Force Base, Washington, April 5, 2018. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Ryan Lackey)

But there was uncertainty among those with cards that list the 
expiration as indefinite. The IDs are needed to access military 
facilities and to confirm eligibility for various military benefits, 
so missing a deadline or losing the identification could disrupt 
cardholders’ lives. Expired cards can be confiscated at base gates.

Those with cards with no expiration dates “may have the 
card replaced at their convenience,” according to Dietz. The 
department recommends they go to the ID Card Office Online 
and use the office locator to find a site that issues the new cards 
and book an appointment.

Retirees and 
their dependents, 
dependents of  
active-duty troops, 
reserve members 
and Medal of  
Honor recipients 
are among those 
who will receive 
the USID cards. 
A description of  
the new cards and 
a complete list of  
who is eligible can 
be found here.

At the onset of  the 
pandemic in April 
2020, the Defense 
D e p a r t m e n t 
extended the 
deadlines for 
replacing expiring 

cards in an attempt to keep the military community from gathering 
in issuance offices and spreading COVID-19. By February 2021, 
more than 200,000 of  the new IDs had been issued.

“Social distancing and other pandemic safety precautions at DoD 
ID card sites worldwide has delayed the progress of  existing card 
replacement, but generally most of  those cardholders who needed 
to replace an expired card have done so,” Dietz said Wednesday.
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Roughly 150 Patients Harmed by Flaw in the New VA 
Medical Records System, Watchdog Finds

19 Jul 2022 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime
A glitch in the Department of  Veterans Affairs’ new electronic 
medical records system caused harm to at least 149 patients at the 
VA’s Spokane, Washington, hospital, including a suicidal veteran 
forced to call the VA’s crisis line in desperation after his psychiatry 
referral was lost.
A report published by the VA’s Office of  Inspector General found 
that the Oracle Cerner Millennium electronic health records 
system used at the facility contained an overflow bucket for 
orders or referrals that didn’t match up with the system’s drop-
down menu of  file 
destinations.
But physicians 
and hospital staff  
weren’t aware of  
the folder, referred 
to as the “unknown 
queue,” so when they 
ordered any follow-
on appointments, 
specialty care or 
lab work that didn’t 
match a destination, 
the orders effectively 
disappeared from 
their view.
According to the 
VA’s top watchdog, 
the engineers at 
Oracle Cerner 
built the queue but 
never told hospital 
staff  about it. And 
physicians placing the orders never received any warnings that 
their requests failed to reach their intended recipients.
The flaw resulted in the loss of  more than 11,000 requests from 
October 2020 through June 2021, including two that caused 
patients “major harm,” 52 cases of  moderate harm and 95 of  
minor harm, according to the OIG.
The VA defines major harm as requiring surgery or inpatient care or 
resulting in disfigurement or permanent disability; moderate harm 
as needing an increased level of  care or extended hospitalization; 
and minor harm as no injuries but causing unnecessary delays in 
care.
According to the report, the problem would not have been 
discovered had VA employees not filed a trouble ticket regarding 
the lost orders just four days after the system went live at the 
Mann-Grandstaff  VA Medical Center in Spokane, Washington.

The Bayne-Jones Army Community Hospital conducts MHS GENESIS mock “go-live” 
exercises March 9-11, 2022 at the Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Polk, Louisiana. 
(U.S. Army photo by Jean Graves)

Once it was found, the hospital established a process for 
canceling and reentering each order in the queue, but staff  was 
still constrained because the queue was visible only to Cerner 
employees.
The VA signed a deal worth up to $16 billion in 2018 with Cerner, 
purchased by Oracle earlier this year, for an electronic health 
records system that would be completely compatible with the 
Department of  Defense’s medical records system, built by the 
same contractor.
But the program has been plagued by delays and problems 

from the start. The 
initial rollout was 
delayed twice, first 
in February 2020 
to ensure that users 
were adequately 
trained to use the 
system and then in 
April 2020 as a result 
of  the COVID-19 
pandemic.
One of  the cases 
of  “major harm” 
caused to a patient 
involved a homeless 
veteran at risk for 
suicide who saw 
a psychiatrist at 
Mann-Grandstaff  
in December 2020 
for mental health 
issues. The patient 
was prescribed 

medication and a follow-up appointment, but the appointment 
request went to the “unknown queue” and the visit never was 
scheduled.
Weeks after the follow-up visit was to have taken place, the veteran 
called the Veterans Crisis Line while in possession of  the means 
to take their own life. Veterans Crisis Line employees were able to 
contact first responders, who saved the veteran.
In a case of  minor harm, a veteran with diabetes was referred 
for education and treatment for his condition, categorized as 
“uncontrolled.” But the appointment never was scheduled. 
The veteran finally received care 14 months later after another 
appointment was placed.
Some members of  Congress have pressed the VA for answers 
on the troubled program and moved swiftly to condemn the 
department and Oracle Cerner for their failure to be transparent 
about the threat to patient safety.
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6 Jul 2022  | Military.com | By Steve Beynon
Some 40,000 National Guard and 22,000 Reserve soldiers who 
refused to be vaccinated against COVID-19 are no longer allowed 
to participate in their military duties, also effectively cutting them 
off  from some of  their military benefits, Army officials announced 
Friday. 
“Soldiers who refuse the vaccination order without an approved 
or pending exemption request are subject to adverse administrative 
actions, including flags, bars to service, and official reprimands,” 
an Army spokesperson said in a statement. 
The move comes in the midst 
of  the annual training season, 
during which part-time soldiers 
are often ordered to serve from 
two weeks to a month with 
their units for summer training 
exercises. Those training events 
are usually critical for soldiers to 
sharpen their military skills and 
for unit commanders to ensure 
their formations are ready to 
deploy if  needed. 
If  the soldiers continue to refuse 
the vaccine, the consequences 
could be even more dire. “In the 
future, Soldiers who continue 
to refuse the vaccination 
order without an exemption 
may be subject to additional 
adverse administrative action, including separation,” the Army 
spokesperson said.
The long-term impact may mean many soldiers would be forced to 
leave, a devastating outcome especially in the middle of  a recruiting 
crisis as Defense Department officials struggle to fill the ranks. 
Soldiers will be allowed to come on duty and earn their pay in 
order to be vaccinated or to take part in separation procedures. 
“We’re going to give every soldier every opportunity to get 
vaccinated and continue their military career,” Lt. Gen. Jon Jensen, 
director of  the Army Guard, told Military.com in an emailed 
statement. “We’re not giving up on anybody until the separation 
paperwork is signed and completed.”
The Army National Guard and Reserve deadline to receive the 
vaccine was June 30, the latest of  all the services, which required 
vaccination last year. As of  July 1, 13% of  the Army Guard and 
12% of  the Reserve is unvaccinated. 
Part-time soldiers with a pending medical or religious exemption 
for the vaccine may continue to train with their units and collect 
pay and benefits. But exemption approvals are rare. 

The vaccines have some rare side effects, including heart 
inflammation that has affected at least 22 service members, 
according to a study from the JAMA Network. 
Only six Guard soldiers across all states and territories have 
permanent medical exemptions for the vaccine, out of  53 who 
requested one, according to Army data. No Reserve soldiers have 
a medical exemption. 
No Guard or Reserve soldiers have been approved for a religious 
exemption after nearly 3,000 requests. It is unclear what would 
qualify a soldier for a waiver on religious grounds. Soldiers are 

required to be innoculated 
against at least a dozen other 
ailments, including the flu 
and hepatitis. And no major 
religious leaders have come out 
against vaccines.
Army officials have stopped 
short of  outlining a clear plan 
on removing part-time soldiers, 
particularly Guardsmen, 
from service for continuing 
to refuse the vaccine. As of  
now, Guardsmen are barred 
only from attending federally 
funded drills and other 
training events, which make 
up the bulk of  their service. 
While Guardsmen technically 
serve under their respective 
governors during their typical 

weekend duties, those weekends are federally funded. 
It’s unclear how easy it will be for the Defense Department to 
enforce its decision to bar unvaccinated Guardsmen from pay and 
benefits. On paper, the only thing an unvaccinated Guard soldier 
is qualified for now is state active-duty orders, a comparatively 
rare tool for a governor to activate their Guard for short-term 
emergencies such as hurricane relief  and responding to domestic 
disturbances. 
SAD duties are usually short term. However, there are outliers 
such as Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, who has used SAD orders lasting 
up to a year to mobilize thousands of  troops for missions on the 
U.S.-Mexico border.
But SAD duties do not qualify Guardsmen for federal benefits or 
retirement -- effectively shutting them out of  all of  the military’s 
service incentives other than a paycheck. 
Reserve soldiers fall exclusively under the federal government, 
possibly making it easier to separate them from service. 
1,148 active-duty soldiers have been removed from the Army for 
failing to comply with the vaccine mandate. 

Army Cuts Off More Than 60K Unvaccinated Guard 
and Reserve Soldiers from Pay and Benefits

Soldiers with the 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Oklahoma Army 
National Guard, fire weapons over a trench during a live-fire exercise 
at the National Training Center in Fort Irwin, California, July 24, 2021. 
(Pfc. Emily White/Oklahoma Army National Guard photo)
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Army Cuts Force Size amid 
Unprecedented Battle for Recruits

19 Jul 2022 | Associated Press | By Lolita C. Baldor
WASHINGTON — The Army is significantly cutting the total 
number of  soldiers it expects to have in the force over the next 
two years, as the U.S. military faces what a top general called 
“unprecedented challenges” in bringing in recruits.
Army officials on Tuesday said the service will fall about 10,000 
soldiers short of  its planned end strength for this fiscal year, and 
prospects for next year are grimmer. Army Gen. Joseph Martin, 
vice chief  of  staff  for the Army, said it is projecting it will have a 
total force of  466,400 this year, down from the expected 476,000. 
And the service could end 
2023 with between 445,000 and 
452,000 soldiers, depending 
on how well recruiting and 
retention go.
With just two and a half  
months to go in the fiscal year, 
the Army has achieved just 50% 
of  its recruiting goal of  60,000 
soldiers, according to Lt. Col. 
Randee Farrell, spokeswoman 
for Army Secretary Christine 
Wormuth. Based on those 
numbers and trends, it is likely 
the Army will miss the goal by 
nearly 25% as of  Oct. 1. If  the 
shortfalls continue, Martin said, 
they could have an impact on 
readiness.
“We’ve got unprecedented challenges with both a post-COVID-19 
environment and labor market, but also competition with private 
companies that have changed their incentives over time,” Martin 
told a House Armed Services subcommittee on Tuesday. Asked 
if  the Army will have to adjust its force structure to meet national 
security and warfighting missions around the world, Martin said: 
“We don’t need to do that immediately. But if  we don’t arrest the 
decline that we’re seeing right now in end strength, that could be 
a possibility in the future.”
Cutting the size of  the Army is the best option, said Wormuth.
“The Army is facing our most challenging recruiting environment 
since the inception of  the all-volunteer force. This is not a one-
year challenge. We will not solve this overnight,” she said, adding 
that the service is looking at a wide range of  steps to recruit more 
soldiers without lowering standards or sacrificing quality.

Soldiers with the U.S. Army’s 87th Division Sustainment Support 
Battalion, 3rd Division Sustainment Brigade, wait to board a chartered 
plane during their deployment to Europe, March 11, 2022, at Hunter 
Army Airfield in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)

“We are facing a very fundamental question,” she added. “Do 
we lower standards to meet end strength, or do we lower end 
strength to maintain a quality, professional force? We believe the 
answer is obvious — quality is more important than quantity.”
The Army’s recruiting problems are the most severe across the 
military, but the other services are also having a tough time finding 
young people who want to join and can meet the physical, mental 
and moral requirements.
Senior Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps leaders have said they 
are hopeful they will meet or just slightly miss their recruiting 

goals for this year. But they 
said they will have to dip into 
their pool of  delayed entry 
applicants, which will put them 
behind as they begin the next 
recruiting year.
Military leaders are also banking 
on cash as an incentive. They are 
spending tens of  thousands of  
dollars in increased bonuses to 
woo recruits, hoping to compete 
with other employers around 
the county as unemployment 
sits at about 3.6%.
In January, the Army, for the 
first time, began offering a 
maximum enlistment bonus 
of  $50,000 to highly skilled 
recruits who join for six years. 

At the time, Maj. Gen. Kevin Vereen, head of  Army Recruiting 
Command, told The Associated Press that shuttered schools 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and the highly competitive job 
market have posed significant challenges for recruiters.
The military services rely heavily on face-to-face meetings with 
young people in schools or at fairs and other large public events. 
And they are only now really starting to get back to something 
close to normal after two years of  the pandemic.
Compounding the problem is the low unemployment rate and 
the fact that private corporations may be able to pay more to lure 
workers. And, among young people, only about 23% are physically, 
mentally and morally qualified to serve without receiving some 
type of  waiver.
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Putin Has a Problem: Russia Is Sending 
Untrained Reserve to Fight in Ukraine?    

12 Jul 2022   19FortyFive | By Wesley Culp
What Kind of Reserves Does Russia have at its Disposal 
to Fight in Ukraine?
As Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine begins to approach its fifth month, 
it has shown no signs of  winding down or becoming any less 
resource-consuming for either Russia or Ukraine. Recent British 
intelligence reports that Russia is assembling large quantities of  
reserve forces near Ukraine to support its future operations has 
raised questions outside of  Russia as to what reserve forces Russia 
can draw upon at this stage of  its invasion, and what the quality 
of  such forces might 
actually be.
What has 
Russia Already 
Committed to 
the Fight?
Russia’s initial full-
scale invasion of  
Ukraine was initially 
built around some 
of  the most elite 
or specialized units 
in Russia’s armed 
forces and security 
forces. These 
included Russian 
spetsnaz special 
forces units who 
were supposed to 
facilitate Russia’s 
invasion and help 
decapitate Ukraine’s 
leadership. There 
was also VDV units who were ordered to seize key targets such as 
Hostomel airport near Kyiv, and Rosgvardia detachments which 
accompanied the invasion to help enforce a new public order if  
Russia’s “special military operation” had met its initial strategic 
goals. Many of  these units took extremely heavy casualties in the 
first days and weeks of  the war.
Formations from each of  Russia’s five military districts have 
also been involved in the invasion from the start, including units 
from as far afield as the Russian Arctic and Far East. The initial 
Russian incursion into Ukraine was made up of  four fronts, each 
spearheaded by units of  a different military district. By May, the 
U.S. Department of  Defense estimated that 110 operational 
battalion tactical groups (BTGs) were committed in Ukraine. 
A battalion tactical group is designed to be the basic combat 
maneuver element of  the Russian Armed Forces, and are usually 

Russian troops guard an entrance of  the Kakhovka Hydroelectric Station, a run-of-river 
power plant on the Dnieper River in Kherson region, south Ukraine, Friday, May 20, 2022. 
(AP Photo)

made up of  400 to 600 personnel, several hundred men below the 
size intended by Russia’s military planners.
In its current phase, the war in Ukraine is a grinding war of  
attrition for both sides, which makes the search for new recruits 
all the more pressing for Russia to be able to sustain its plodding 
and sporadic advances in Donbas.
Reservists are on their Way to Ukraine from All Over 
Russia
Russia’s ongoing campaign has taken much of  the wind out of  
the Russian Armed Force’s sails, forcing it to take an “operational 

pause” to regroup 
and recoup its losses 
while it still remains 
heavily committed 
to fighting in 
Donbas. Russia’s 
military likely needs 
to reconstitute 
many elements of  
its invasion force, 
which is where the 
reported injection 
of  reservist 
manpower would 
come in handy. 
Russian state media 
has either remained 
mute on the subject 
of  reservists in 
Ukraine or has 
attempted to portray 
the assembling 
reserves of  Russian 

troops as “volunteers” instead. Rather than commenting on 
outside reports of  its reservist buildup, Russian Ministry of  
Defense spokesman General Igor Konashenkov instead claimed 
that Ukraine was sending “increasing” numbers of  “untrained 
reservists” into battle to replace mounting losses.
In the past few weeks, Russian local and social media sources 
from all over Russia have given glimpses of  what Russia’s buildup 
of  reserves near Ukraine looks like. In Russia’s Far Eastern 
Primorsky Krai, local media reported the formation of  a battalion 
of  volunteers and veterans for battle in Ukraine. In Bashkortostan 
(a Russian federal subject in the southern Urals, home to the 

See Putin’s Problem — continued on page 14



11

These Resorts and Hotels Are Just for 
Veterans and Military Members

MILLIE | By Heather Walsh
It’s not all work and no play with the military. Military bases 
worldwide are home to some truly memorable vacation spots, 
camping areas and affordable lodging. And destinations managed 
by the services’ Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) programs 
or through the military resort system make for spectacular and 
affordable spots to rest and rejuvenate.
Military Base Lodging
Military bases have their own lodging system and are only open to 
military and their families, offering some exclusivity in availability. 
These hotels are 
usually the busiest 
when it is the height 
of  moving season, 
so summer isn’t 
usually the best time 
to get a reservation 
for a vacation. 
That doesn’t mean 
it cannot be done, 
though. Army 
hotels have their 
hotels listed on 
their IHG Army 
Hotels site. Lodging 
on Air Force bases 
is offered through 
the Air Force Inns 
website. Lodging 
on Navy bases can 
be found here. 
Recreational lodging on Marine Corps bases can be found here 
and traditional lodging here.
The added bonus with on-base lodging is that it often has full-
size washers and dryers, and sometimes temporary housing with 
full-size kitchens. That allows for staying on top of  laundry and 
preparing meals to both save time at the end of  the vacation and 
money during it.
Looking for a campground? Check out this network of  
camping and RV parks specifically for military families.
Military Resorts and Vacations Spots by Location
Germany: The Edelweiss Lodge and Resort is in the Alps. Yes, 
you read that correctly. This Armed Forces Recreation Center is 
specifically for military and Department of  Defense card holders 
so they can stay, relax and enjoy the local beauty. During the 
winter season, ski and snowboard lessons for all ages are offered.
Korea: The Dragon Hill Lodge in Seoul, South Korea, offers 
luxury and relaxation for military and DoD ID card holders. This 
is also an Armed Forces Recreation Center. It offers American-

sized rooms and appliances in the heart of  the city, allowing for 
the ability to explore with the comfort of  familiarity.
Okinawa: The Okuma Beach resort in Okinawa, Japan, is 
especially for military and government employees. From small 
cabins where you bring your sheets to a solo cabin with a hot tub, 
there are a variety of  lodging options from which to choose. All 
of  which are steps away from the water and the sounds of  the 
calming waves. While this isn’t on a military base, per se, it is a 
location purposefully built with the military family in mind.
Alaska: Wanting to enjoy the great wild of  Alaska? The Seward 
Resort is your spot. Lodging options span from motel rooms, 

townhouses, log 
cabins, RV and 
tent sites and yurts 
(a portable round 
tent). At the time 
of  writing, the cost 
ranges from $60 to 
around $260, based 
on rank, season and 
room type. If  you are 
an avid angler, they 
even offer fishing 
charters. Wanting 
to explore more of  
Alaska while there, 
their military tickets 
and tours program 
on Seward offers 
tickets to everything 
from sea tours to air 

tours.
Arizona: Many a military family driving to and from the coasts 
on military moves have driven past or through Flagstaff. Fort 
Tuthill offers a camping resort for military members, retirees and 
service-connected individuals. Lodging options -- from lodge 
rooms, A-frames, cabins to yurts, in addition to RV hook-ups 
and campground -- allow for flexibility for families to stay in 
whichever level of  comfort they desire. Rates range from $50 to 
$365, depending on the room size and rank. There are even multi-
family A-frames that allow for gatherings. Pet friendly lodging is 
available.
California: Big Bear Recreational Facility is maintained by the 
Marine Corps and offers cabins, campsites and RV parking 
locations. Outside of  lodging, there are bike paths, hiking trails 
and playgrounds to explore. Looking for camping equipment or 
DVDs, the office on the campground has all the information for 
that.

See Resorts — continued on page 14

https://www.armymwr.com/programs-and-services/outdoor-recreation/camping-rv-parks
https://www.armymwr.com/programs-and-services/outdoor-recreation/camping-rv-parks
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Ukraine Reports Striking Russian Ammunition Depot 
in South

12 Jul 2022 | Associated Press | By Maria Grazia Murru
KYIV, Ukraine -- Ukrainian authorities said that their forces 
targeted a Russian ammunition depot in southern Ukraine 
overnight, resulting in a massive explosion captured on social 
media.
The Ukrainian military’s southern command said a rocket strike 
targeted the depot in Russian-held Nova Kakhovka, about 35 
miles (55 kilometers) east of  the Black Sea port city of  Kherson, 
which is also occupied by Russian forces.
The precision of  the strike suggested Ukrainian forces used U.S-
supplied multiple-
launch High 
Mobility Artillery 
Rocket Systems, 
or HIMARS, 
to hit the area. 
Ukraine indicated 
in recent days that 
it might launch a 
counteroffens ive 
to reclaim territory 
in the country’s 
south as Russia 
devotes resources 
to capturing all of  
the eastern Donbas 
region.
Russia’s Tass news 
agency offered a 
different account of  
the blast in Nova 
Kakhovka, saying 
a mineral fertilizer storage facility exploded, and that a market, 
hospital and houses were damaged in the strike. Some of  the 
ingredients in fertilizer can be used for ammunition.
A satellite photo taken Tuesday and analyzed by The Associated 
Press showed significant damage. A massive crater stood precisely 
where a large warehouse-like structure once stood in the city,
Ukraine now has eight of  the HIMAR systems, a truck-mounted 
missile launcher with high accuracy, and Washington has promised 
to send another four.

Ukrainian soldiers run after a missile strike hit a residential area, in Kramatorsk, Donetsk 
region, eastern Ukraine, Thursday, July 7, 2022. (Nariman El-Mofty/AP File Photo)

In other developments:
— The Kremlin said Russian President Vladimir Putin would 
visit Iran. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that Putin will 
travel to Tehran to attend a trilateral meeting with the leaders of  
Iran and Turkey, a format for Syria-related talks. U.S. National 
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters on Monday that 
Russia was seeking hundreds of  surveillance drones from Iran, 
including weapons-capable ones, for use in Ukraine.
— Russian and Turkish military representatives plan to meet in 
Istanbul to discuss the transport of  Ukrainian grain through the 

Black Sea, a Russian 
Foreign Ministry 
official said. Pyotr 
Ilyichyov, head 
of  the ministry’s 
department for 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
told Russian news 
agency Interfax that 
“representatives of  
Ukraine, as well as 
U.N. (officials) in the 
role of  observers” 
are also expected to 
take part in the talks. 
Ilyichyov reiterated 
that Moscow was 
ready “to assist 
in ensuring the 
navigation of  
foreign commercial 
ships for the export 

of  Ukrainian grain.”
— Germany’s justice minister said investigating war crimes in 
Ukraine would likely take “many years” but he was confident they 
ultimately will be successful. Justice Minister Marco Buschmann 
said there will “probably be hundreds of  thousands, maybe even 
millions of  pieces of  evidence that have to be sifted through, 
documented and evaluated.” The German federal prosecutor’s 
office said in early March that it had started looking into possible 
war crimes committed by Russian forces in Ukraine. Buschmann 
spoke in Prague, where he and his European Union counterparts 
were meeting.
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Missile Sub Drills Show How Special Operators Would 
Get to the Front Line in a Fight Against China

5 Jul 2022 | Business Insider | By Stavros Atlamazoglou
Recent drills involving U.S. Navy submarines and Marine Corps 
special operators in the Pacific and the Mediterranean highlight 
an overlooked insertion and exfiltration method that would be 
relevant in a conflict with China.
In early 2021, Force Recon Marines conducted a rare training with 
USS Ohio near Okinawa, and earlier this year U.S. Marines trained 
with USS Georgia in the Mediterranean “to synchronize” Navy 
and Marine Corps operations.
Although submarine operations 
are mostly associated with 
Navy SEALs or U.S. Army 
Green Beret combat divers, 
Marine special operators have 
a long history of  submarine 
operations — Marine Raiders 
were the first U.S. military unit 
to conduct a submarine-borne 
raid, attacking Makin Island in 
the Pacific in August 1942.
Submarine operations
The main benefit of  using 
submarines for exfiltration 
and infiltration of  special-
operations forces is the 
difficulty of  detecting them.
Getting to the fight on a 
submarine is considerably more discreet than arriving on an MH-
60 Black Hawk helicopter or jumping from an MC-130 Combat 
Talon airplane. If  the infiltration and exfiltration are performed 
properly, the adversary may never know that US commandos and 
the sub carrying them were there.
Submarine operations allow “Recon Marines and Raiders to 
infiltrate undetected and conduct reconnaissance or raid missions 
with low probability of  compromise,” retired Marine Raider Maj. 
Fred Galvin told Insider.
This allows those operators to carry out missions of  a “strategic 
nature” but it also “affects the enemy’s psychology in that they 
cannot easily defend against it and in order to defend against it 
they must commit massive personnel and material resources,” 
added Galvin, who began his career in the Marine Reconnaissance 
community.
In the vastness of  the Pacific, submarine operations could be 
very important in a conflict with China, allowing Marine special 
operators to conduct offensive and defensive operations.
“As the stand-in force in the first island chain, it is critical that 
Force Reconnaissance Marines are capable of  being employed 

across a myriad of  US Navy platforms in order to enhance the 
lethality of  the fleet in the littoral environment,” Maj. Daniel 
Romans, commander of  the Force Recon company that trained 
with USS Ohio, said in a press release.
How it’s done and why it’s risky
However, as with most special-operations infiltration and 
exfiltration methods, submarine operations come with a lot of  
risk. Combat diving generally has significant physical risk, which 
only increases when a nuclear-powered submarine is involved.

“The risks include significant 
physiological risks while 
conducting submarine lock 
in, lock out and closed-circuit 
diving operation due to 
complicated pressure changes 
in the operation,” said Galvin, 
who is author of  “A Few Bad 
Men,” an account of  the first 
Marine special operations 
combat deployment to 
Afghanistan and how it 
overcame attacks from all 
sides.
The lock-in and lock-out 
technique is used to get 
operators into and out of  
a submerged submarine 
undetected by enemy eyes 

or sensors. The Navy has a certain number of  submarines with 
specially designed “lock-out trunks.”
At the release point, the operators enter the lock-out trunk 
wearing their scuba gear and the truck is flooded to match the 
outside water pressure. Once the appropriate pressure is reached, 
the operators open the trunk’s hatch and head to their target, 
taking with them any necessary gear, such as inflatable boats.
Throughout this procedure, the submarine remains submerged 
but close to the surface.
During lock-out operations, commandos have to be very careful 
with their air levels and ensure that the air in the trunk doesn’t have 
too much carbon dioxide, which can be deadly for the operators 
and compromise the mission, as too much of  the gas can create 
bubbles that an adversary can pick up with sonar.
Lock-outs are no piece of  cake, and lots can go wrong during the 
process, especially when there are operational restrictions — for 
example, operating at night and the general need for secrecy.

U.S. Marines train with rubber raiding craft aboard U.S. Navy submarine 
USS Georgia near Souda Bay, Greece, March 27, 2022. (U.S. Marine 
Corps photo by Sgt Dylan Chagnon)

See Missile Sub — continued on page 15
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Bashkir ethnic group), the creation of  a second volunteer 
battalion was promoted by Russian media. The Arctic news site 
“The Barents Observer” has also reported that the Arctic-based 
200th Motorized Rifle Brigade was assembling a new battalion 
of  volunteers made up of  reservists, sailors, military policemen, 
and soldiers from coastal defense units for service in Ukraine. 
According to a report by the Russian business and investigative 
publication RBK, local administrations in the federal subjects of  
Chechnya, Karachay-Cherkessia, and Perm have also stepped 
up their promotion of  volunteer contracts in Ukraine, as has 
the Rosgvardia and the infamous state-linked private military 
company Wagner. These media reports from all over Russia on 
recruiting drives potentially indicate that much of  the manpower 
Russia has in reserve (or will have in the coming months) are 
relatively green and inexperienced.
Moscow’s Reserves are a True Hodgepodge
Since Moscow and the Russian Ministry of  Defense continue 
to remain mute on the topic of  which reserve units it has at 
its disposal, or whether it needs to rely on reserves at all, it is 
difficult to assess the true makeup and combat effectiveness 
of  the forces it does have in reserve. Since many Russian units 
operating on Donbas today have withstood significant casualties 
in battle, Russia’s operational reserve many also include partially 
reconstituted regular units recuperating behind Russian lines 
during its operational pause.
If  the aforementioned British intelligence reports are any guide, 
Russia’s reserves available to fight in Ukraine might increasingly 
be equipped with older legacy Soviet equipment. According to 
this intelligence presented by London, Russian infantry units 
being assembled around Ukraine to take part in upcoming Russian 
offensives are likely equipped with MT-LB armored personnel 
carriers, which were first introduced in the middle of  the Cold War.
So long as the Kremlin continues to pursue a half-mobilization 
of  the Russian population and economy rather than a full and 
open one, it will be forced to rely on the amorphous recruitment 
of  volunteers for service in Ukraine observed in recent weeks. 
As a result, Russia’s reserves will likely struggle to plug all the 
gaps they are intended to fill in Russian manpower requirements 
in Ukraine needed to sustain any future offensives. Significant 
questions remain, too, on the quality of  Russia’s assembling 
group of  reserves, many of  whom will be relatively inexperienced 
compared to personnel who spearheaded Russia’s initial invasion.

Putin’s Problem — continued from page 10
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enjoyable vacation. Kayak, hike around Emerald Lake and breathe 
in the forest air in this stunning location. It’s off  the beaten path 
and affordable.
Heading to San Francisco? Check out the Marines’ Memorial 
Club. It’s an affordable hotel option in the heart of  the city that 
includes breakfast and a happy hour; that’s sure to put a smile on 
everyone’s face with full bellies.
Florida: The Florida Keys are a popular vacation spot. The 
tropical waters and escapism of  the island life is so popular, it has 
inspired many songs. Military families can enjoy camping at the 
multiple campgrounds on Key West.
Hawaii: There are many options for wonderful stays in Hawaii. 
The Kilauea Military Camp offers cottages and apartments from 
1-3 bedrooms on the big island of  Hawaii. Even if  you don’t want 
to get a rental car, there is a shuttle to and from the campground 
for $20 per person, one way.
Another gem are the cabins on Bellows Air Force Station on 
Oahu. There are even condos, camper cabins and campsites on 
installation. The amenities of  equipment rental and close location 
to golfing and driving ranges are offered to all.
If  you are looking for a vacation along Waikiki Beach, look no 
further than the Hale Koa hotel. This beachfront resort offers the 
traditional luau, along with beach-side perks of  being right in the 
action. The pool and splash pad appeal to everyone in the family.
Another option in Hawaii is the Navy Lodge at Ford Island. This 
lodge is located at Joint Base Pearl Harbor and is in proximity to 
many historical sites. While it isn’t the typical beach vacation that 
you see on Pinterest, this is an affordable option that allows for 
maximum exploration of  the island.
Maine: There is a cottage with its associated lighthouse at Gull 
Harbor in Maine, which makes for a picturesque New England 
stay.
Maryland: The Cottage at Greenbury Point in Annapolis is 
opening soon, per its website. You can even rent kayaks or enjoy 
boat access at this location. Enjoy the area with a budget find and 
gem.
New York: West Point has two campground areas -- the Lake 
Frederick Recreation Area and Round Pond -- that offer seasonal 
RV sites, the Adirondacks and tent sites. Fort Drum’s Remington 
Park also offers cabins in addition to the RV sites, the Adirondacks 
and tent sites.

Looking for something along the water? There are cottages at 
Del Mar and San Onofre at Camp Pendleton, and several hotel 
options at Monterey offer affordable options for vacation-worthy 
stays. Want to stay on the water while listening to the sounds of  
freedom? Check out the cottages at North Island in San Diego.
The Coast Guard Lake Tahoe A-Frames make for a relaxing and 

See Resorts — continued on page 15
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North Carolina: Fort Fisher Air Force Base has a stellar recreation 
area. It’s a bonus that you can stay there as well, with cottages that 
sleep two, six or eight in addition to a full RV hook-up.
Washington: The beautiful Pacific Northwest is in all of  its glory 
at the Navy Getaways Pacific Beach. The hotel rooms are around 
$50 a night, and four-bedroom cottages begin as low as $100 a 
night. That is quite the deal, especially as many of  them are pet 
friendly.
Virginia: If  the colonial period is your family’s jam, Cheatham 
Annex in Yorktown near the Historic Triangle in Virginia offers 
two-, three- and five-bedroom cottages for military- and DoD-
affiliated families. There is even a two-bedroom, pet-friendly 
cabin available.
Maybe you are looking for a Virginia Beach getaway. Well, did 
you know that the Navy MWR operates two- and three-bedroom 
townhomes on 67th Street (aka, just blocks from the beach)? This 
means you can sprawl out and have your space, all while paying a 
reasonable price.
Many of  these lodging options open a year in advance for active 
duty and six months for retirees or government employees, so 
make sure to read and understand the fine print for a reservation.
The best part about these amazing sites is that military families 
have recommended them after their stay there, so you know they 
are worth the visit.

            

Missile Sub — continued from page 13

Some of  those side effects can appear after the subsurface phase 
of  the infiltration or exfiltration and can even lead to long-term 
effects for the operators affected.
Submarine-borne infiltration and exfiltration “has one of  the 
highest operational-risk assessments of  all special-operations 
missions and requires highly trained, specialized diving medical 
technicians, diving medical officers to operate decompression 
chambers, and training on submarine chamber operations,” 
Galvin added.

U.S. Marines in combat rubber raiding craft approach U.S. Navy Ohio-
class USS Ohio during an exercise near Okinawa, February 2, 2021. (U.S. 
Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Destiny Dempsey)

A Marine exits the lock-out trunk on USS Mississippi during a 
special-operations training in Hawaii, November 17, 2015. (U.S. 
Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Tony Simmons)

Resorts — continued from page 14
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‘Show’ Trial of Foreign Fighters in 
Russian-Controlled Ukrainian 

Territory Could Be a War Crime

13 Jun 2022  | The Conversation | By Robert Goldman

Robert Goldman is Professor of  Law at American University.
The sentencing to death of  three foreign fighters captured by 
Russian troops and handed over to authorities in a breakaway 
region in Ukraine presents a serious deviation from international 
law – one that in itself  represents a war crime.

Sentencing came on June 9, 2022, at the end of  what has been 
dismissed by observers in the West as a “show trial” involving the 
three – two British citizens and a Moroccan national in Ukraine 
fighting alongside the country’s troops.

In many ways, 
proceedings like 
those the three were 
subjected to were 
inevitable. Indeed, 
in an earlier article 
questioning the 
wisdom of  Ukraine’s 
conducting its own 
war crimes trials of  
Russian prisoners 
of  war during 
ongoing hostilities, 
I suggested that it 
might incentivize 
the Russians to do 
likewise. And now 
the Russians have 
responded in kind, 
but with a cynical 
twist I hadn’t then 
c o n t e m p l a t e d : 
outsourcing the dirty 
work.

Russia handed over the men captured while they were fighting 
in the besieged port city of  Mariupol to a court of  the self-
proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic, a part of  Eastern Ukraine 
that Russia has effectively occupied since 2014.

As a scholar of  the law of  war – that is, the international legal 
protocols and conventions that set out the rules of  what is 
allowed during conflicts – I know that this move does not insulate 
Moscow from culpability. By delivering the men to a nonstate 
authority, Russia committed a very serious violation of  the 

Two British citizens Aiden Aslin, left, and Shaun Pinner, right, and Moroccan Saaudun 
Brahim, center, sit behind bars in a courtroom in Donetsk, in the territory which is under the 
Government of  the Donetsk People’s Republic control, eastern Ukraine, June 9, 2022. (AP 
Photo)

Geneva Conventions, the set of  treaties and additional protocols 
that establish accepted conduct in wars and the duties to protect 
civilians – and prisoners.

The conventions are clear on what is and is not acceptable when it 
comes to the treatment of  captured combatants. Article 12 of  the 
Third Convention categorically states that the “detaining power” 
– in this case, Russia – can transfer a prisoner of  war only to 
another state that is a party to the convention.

And the Donetsk People’s Republic is not a party to the convention. 
The region was recognized by Russia as an independent state 

only days before its 
invasion of  Ukraine 
on Feb. 24, 2022. 
More to the point, 
it has not been 
recognized by any 
other U.N. member 
state. Instead, it is 
regarded as a part 
of  Ukraine.

As such, the 
Donetsk People’s 
Republic is quite 
simply a separatist 
region of  Ukraine 
engaged in an 
ongoing rebellion 
against the 
government in Kyiv 
since 2014. In that 
time, it has enjoyed 
the direct support 
of  Russian forces.

But crucially, it does not qualify as a state under international law 
and is ineligible to be a party to the Third Geneva Convention.

The three men sentenced to death were accused by prosecutors 
of  trying to overthrow the separatist government of  the Donetsk 
People’s Republic.

But if  these three soldiers committed war crimes, then they 
should have been tried by the courts of  the detaining power. 

See Show Trial — continued on page 23
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Safe Travels —What to know about Medicare when 
traveling abroad:

In general, Medicare will not pay for health care services or supplies if  you travel 
outside the United States.  Please go to the following website to see Medicare 
Traveling Rules:

https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel?

US, Iran in Tense Sea Incident; 
Tehran Preps New Centrifuges

21 Jun 2022 | Associated Press | By Jon Gambrell

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — A U.S. Navy warship fired 
a warning flare to wave off  an Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
speedboat coming straight at it during a tense encounter in the 
strategic Strait of  Hormuz, officials said Tuesday.

The incident involving the Guard and the Navy comes as tensions 
remain high over stalled negotiations over Iran’s tattered nuclear 
deal with world powers and as Tehran enriches uranium closer 
than ever to weapons-grade levels under decreasing international 
oversight.

Meanwhile, the United Nations’ nuclear watchdog said Iran 
now plans to enrich uranium through a second set of  advanced 
centrifuges at its underground Fordo facility amid the standoff.

The Cyclone-class patrol ship USS Sirocco and Spearhead-class 
expeditionary fast transport USNS Choctaw County found 
themselves in the close encounter with three Iranian fast boats 
while coming through the Strait of  Hormuz to enter the Persian 
Gulf, the Navy said.

In a video released by the Navy’s Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, a high-
speed Guard Boghammar is seen turning head-on toward the 
Sirocco. The Sirocco repeatedly blows its horn at the Boghammar, 
which turns away as it closes in. The flare shot can be heard, but 
not seen, as the Boghammar passes the Sirocco with the Iranian 
flag flying above it.

The Navy said the Boghammar came within 50 yards (45 meters) 
of  the Sirocco, raising the risk of  the vessels running into each 
other. The overall encounter lasted about an hour, the Navy 
said.  The Guard’s “actions did not meet international standards 
of  professional or safe maritime behavior, increasing the risk 
of  miscalculation and collision,” the Navy said.  Iran did not 
immediately acknowledge the incident in the strategic waterway 
— a fifth of  all traded oil passes through the strait.

The Navy separately told The Associated Press that this marked 
the second so-called “unsafe and unprofessional” incident it had 
with Iran in recent months.

On March 4, three Guard ships had a tense encounter for over 
two hours with Navy and U.S. Coast Guard vessels as they traveled 
out of  the Persian Gulf  through the strait, the Navy said. In that 
incident, the Guard’s catamaran Shahid Nazeri came within 25 
yards (22 meters) of  the USCGC Robert Goldman, the Navy 
said.  “The two U.S. Coast Guard cutters issued multiple warnings 
via bridge-to-bridge radio and deployed warning flares,” the Navy 
said.

The Navy did not elaborate on why it did not announce the 
previous incident, particularly since a larger vessel came even 
closer to an American warship. However, that was just as a deal in 
Vienna between Iran and world powers on restoring the nuclear 
deal looked possible, before the talks broke down.

Talks in Vienna about reviving the deal have been on a “pause” 
since March. Since the deal’s collapse, Iran has been running 
advanced centrifuges and rapidly growing stockpile of  enriched 

In this photo made available by the U.S. Navy, a boat of  Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy (IRGCN) operates 
in close proximity to patrol coastal ship USS Sirocco (PC 6) 
and expeditionary fast transport USNS Choctaw County 
(T-EPF 2) in the Strait of  Hormuz, Monday, June 20, 2022. 
(U.S. Navy via AP)

See Tense — continued on page 21
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Israel-Iran Shadow War on Verge of Exploding 
into the Open

10 Jun 2022 | SpyTalk | By Jonathan Broder

On the evening of  May 31 in the central Iranian city of  Yazd, 
an Iranian aerospace engineer was returning home from dinner 
with a colleague when he suddenly felt ill and collapsed into 
unconsciousness. Ayub Entezari was rushed to hospital, where 
he died after several unsuccessful attempts to resuscitate him, 
according to an Iranian opposition media outlet. 

The cause of  Entezari’s death: intentional poisoning, said Saudi-
financed  Iran International 
News, which operates a news 
site and broadcasts satellite 
television newscasts from its 
headquarters in London. 

The website posted a picture 
of  a letter that local authorities 
sent to Entezari’s family, calling 
the 35-year-old engineer a 
“martyr.” Iranian officials use 
the term only for those who 
die defending the Islamic 
Republic. The website said 
Entezari, who held a doctorate 
in aerospace engineering from 
Tehran’s Sharif  University of  
Technology,  worked on Iran’s  
drone and missile development 
at a research facility in Yazd. 

Quoting unnamed sources, the website said Iranian security 
officials tried to locate the colleague, but the man had fled the 
country, the website said.  

Such unconfirmed reports sound like something out of  Tehran, 
the Israeli spy drama now streaming its second season on Apple 
TV. Yet it’s plausible that Israel’s Mossad  was behind Entezari’s  
death. In recent weeks, the spy agency has resumed its campaign 
of  targeted killings of  Iranians -- just one front in a shadowy 
war that Israel and Iran have been fighting on land, sea, air, in 
cyberspace and through proxies since 1982.  

With talks in Vienna to revive the 2015 nuclear deal now 
stalled and Iran continuing to enrich uranium to near-weapons-
grade levels, the Israeli military is openly preparing dramatic 
new options for Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, should the 
talks collapse. Tehran has repeatedly threatened to destroy 
Israel, and Bennett, like his predecessors, has vowed never to 
allow Iran to develop a nuclear weapon. Last week, the Israeli 
military completed extensive air, sea and land exercises in the 
Mediterranean and in Cyprus, a portion of  which simulated the 

In this Saturday, Feb. 3, 2007 file photo, an Iranian technician works 
at the Uranium Conversion Facility just outside the city of  Isfahan 
255 miles (410 kilometers) south of  the capital Tehran, Iran. (AP 
Photo/Vahid Salemi)

distances its warplanes would have to fly to bomb Iran’s nuclear 
facilities and make it back home. According to Israeli officials, 
airborne tankers refueled the warplanes twice. 

Meanwhile, Israel reportedly carried out yet another targeted 
killing on May 22, when two assassins on motorcycles pulled 
up alongside a car driven by Revolutionary Guards Col. Sayad 
Khodayee in Tehran and pumped five bullets into his head, 
leaving his body slumped behind the wheel of  his Iranian-made 

Kia Pride, according to Iranian 
state media reports and 
photos. The assassins escaped, 
the state media said. 

A week later, a Revolutionary 
Guards leader Col. Ali 
Esmaelzadeh, died after falling 
from the balcony of  his Tehran 
home. Iran International 
News, citing anonymous 
sources in Iran, reported that 
Revolutionary Guard officials 
suspected him of  spying for 
Israel and threw him from the 
balcony. 

Both Esmaelzadeh and  
Khodayee were  senior officers 
in the Guards’ Quds Force, 
which trains, arms and pays a 

number of  Shiite militias and political parties in the Middle East, 
including  Hezbollah in Lebanon, several groups in Iraq, and the 
Houthis in Yemen, as a way to extend Tehran’s influence across 
the region.  In January 2020, the United States assassinated 
Quds Force commander Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani via a 
drone strike in Baghdad. 

Israel informed the Americans that it was behind Khodayee’s 
killing, the New York Times reported, quoting an anonymous 
intelligence official who had been briefed on Israel’s 
communication with the Americans. The intelligence official 
said the Israelis told the Americans that Col. Khodayee was the 
deputy commander of  the Quds Force’s covert Unit 804, where 
he had planned assassination plots against Israelis and other 
foreigners in Cyprus, Columbia, Kenya and Turkey. In April, 
the Mossad thwarted a Unit 804 plot to kill an Israeli consular 
official in Istanbul, a U.S. general in Germany, and a journalist 
in France. 

See Shadow War — continued on page 22
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China Launches High-Tech Aircraft Carrier 
in Naval Milestone

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, coloured 
smoke mark the launch ceremony for China’s third aircraft 
carrier christened Fujian at a dry dock in Shanghai on 
Friday, June 17, 2022. (Li Gang/Xinhua via AP)

17 Jun 2022 | Associated Press | By David Rising and Ken 
Moritsugu

BEIJING — Beijing launched a new-generation aircraft carrier 
Friday, the first such ship to be both designed and built in China, 
in a milestone as it seeks to extend the range and power of  its 
navy.

The Type 003 carrier christened Fujian left its drydock at 
a shipyard outside Shanghai in the morning and tied up at a 
nearby pier, state media reports said.

State broadcaster CCTV showed assembled navy personnel 
standing beneath the massive ship as water jets sprayed over 
its deck, multi-colored streamers flew and colorful smoke was 
released.

Equipped with the latest weaponry and aircraft-launch 
technology, the Type 003 ship’s capabilities are thought to rival 
those of  Western carriers, as Beijing seeks to turn its navy, 
already the world’s largest, into a multi-carrier force.

Satellite imagery captured by Planet Labs PBC on Thursday and 
analyzed by The Associated Press showed the carrier in what 
appeared to be a fully flooded drydock at the Jiangnan Shipyard, 
near Shanghai, ready for launch. It was draped with red bunting, 
presumably in preparation for the launch ceremony.

“This is an important milestone for China’s military-industrial 
complex,” said Ridzwan Rahmat, a Singapore-based analyst 
with the defense intelligence company Janes.

“This shows that Chinese engineers are now able to indigenously 
manufacture the full suite of  surface combatants associated with 
modern naval warfare, including corvettes, frigates, destroyers, 
amphibious assault ships, and now an aircraft carrier,” he said. 
“This ability to construct a very complex warship from the 
ground up will inevitably result in various spin-offs and benefits 
for the Chinese shipbuilding industry.”

China’s first carrier was a repurposed Soviet ship, and its second 
was built in China but based upon a Soviet design. Both were 
built to employ a so-called “ski-jump” launch method for 
aircraft, with a ramp at the end of  the short runway to help 
planes take off.

The Type 003 employs a catapult launch, which experts had said 
appears to be an electromagnetic-type system like one originally 
developed by the U.S. Navy. China’s official Xinhua News 
Agency confirmed the Fujian employed the electromagnetic 
system in a report on Friday’s launch.

Such a system puts less stress on the aircraft than older steam-
type catapult launch systems, and the use of  a catapult means 

that the ship will be able to launch a broader variety of  aircraft, 
which is necessary for China to be able to project naval power 
at a greater range, Rahmat said.

“These catapults allow aircraft deployed to carry a more 
extensive load of  weapons in addition to external fuel tanks,” 
Rahmat said.

“Once it is fully operational, the PLAN’s third carrier would also 
be able to deploy a more complete suite of  aircraft associated 
with carrier strike group operations including carrier onboard 
delivery transport and airborne early warning and control 
airframes, such as the KJ-600.”

China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy, or PLAN, has been 
modernizing for more than a decade to become more of  a “blue 
water” force -- one capable of  operating globally rather than 
being restricted to remaining closer to the Chinese mainland.

At the same time, the U.S. has been increasing its focus on the 
region, including the South China Sea. The vast maritime region 
has been tense because six governments claim all or part of  
the strategically vital waterway, through which an estimated $5 
trillion in global trade travels each year and which holds rich but 
fast-declining fishing stocks and significant undersea oil and gas 
deposits.

China has been far and away the most aggressive in asserting 
its claim to virtually the entire waterway, its island features and 
resources.

The U.S. Navy is the world’s leader in aircraft carriers, with 11 
nuclear-powered vessels. It also has nine amphibious assault 
ships that can carry helicopters and vertical-takeoff  fighter jets.

See High-Tech Aircraft — continued on page 22
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for mission accomplishment, but for survival,” Miani added. 
“Language skills are the basic foundation of  that understanding.”

During the hearing, Maj. Gen. James Glynn, who at the time 
was commanding general of  Marine Forces Special Operations 
Command, said that his command has shifted its focus to some 
of  the “more significant languages” in the Indo-Pacific region, 
including Mandarin Chinese.

US troops should be skilled in Chinese, but the language has 
limited use, especially for official purposes, in many of  the 
countries where US special operators often work, Miani said. 
Proficiency in languages spoken in those countries is vital to 
reassuring partners and deterring foes.

While the Chinese have influence in those countries, “our 
success in those geographic areas will be more dependent on 
our skill with other languages, like Korean, Thai, Indonesian, or 
Tagalog,” added Miani, who is president of  the Combat Diver 
Foundation.

Some special operators develop more language skills because 
of  their mission sets. US Army Green Berets have a focus on 
foreign internal defense — the training, advising, and leading 
of  partner forces — and as such have long focused on language 
skills.

But over the last two decades there has been a wider push for 
language capabilities among special-operations units.

“Language and culture have been part of  our training pipeline 
since inception, and so every critical skills operator that is created 

US Special Operators Are Picking Up a Softer 
Skill as They Refocus on Countering China

30 Jun 2022 | Business Insider | By Stavros Atlamazoglou

As the US military’s focus on competition with China grows, 
the US special-operations community is investing in a softer 
skill to counter Chinese influence in the Indo-Pacific region.

At a Senate Armed Services subcommittee hearing in late April, 
leaders of  the US special-operations community highlighted the 
importance of  and need for special operators who are proficient 
in foreign languages.

During the hearing, Brig. Gen. Jonathan Braga, commanding 
general of  US Army Special Operations Command, said the 
units he commands — including the Army Special Forces 
groups, Civil Affairs, and Psychological Operations teams — 
are arguably the most proficient and invested in language skills 
within the US special-operations community.

Among those units, Braga said, language skills are “maintained 
throughout through sustained training” and are tailored to 
specific regions because those units “stay regionally aligned.”

Braga said that despite putting a lot of  effort into language skills, 
members of  the US special-operations community can’t speak 
the language of  every country to which they might deploy.

“They’re operating around the globe,” supporting the priorities 
of  every combatant command, Braga said, “but language is 
absolutely critical to being part of  that interoperability. It’s not 
just equipment, and it also shows that you care.”

Those relationships that language skills foster and sustain are 
extremely value in great-power competition, whether the US is 
trying to maintain deterrence or fight a full-blown war.

“Human beings communicate by body language, chemistry, and 
words,” said Lino Miani, a former Army Special Forces officer. 
“It is the combination of  the three that really allows people to 
form bonds and communicate instinctively in the way that war 
sometimes demands.”

To measure language skill, the US military uses the Defense 
Language Proficiency Test, which has four levels — 0 to 3. 
The training needed to use the language effectively can take 
anywhere from a few months to more than a year, depending 
on the complexity of  the language.

“War is a complex endeavor and it’s not always enough to just 
be stronger than the enemy,” said Miani, who is chief  executive 
officer of  AeroEye, a security firm offering aerial surveillance 
services.

“Troops on the ground, particularly special-operations troops 
that are often isolated and/or embedded with allies or surrogates, 
will depend on their ability to understand complexity not just 

A U.S. Army Green Beret assigned to 10th Special Forces 
Group prepares Albanian Special Forces soldiers for 
Close-Quarter-Battle drills, Albania, July 23, 2021. (Devin J. 
Andrews/U.S. Marine Corps)

See Special Operators — continued on page 21
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Important Resources to 
Support Our Nation's Heroes

(Click on any of  the links below or head to www.jwv-fl.org 
and click on the link at the top of  the page.)

Courtesy of: Ryan MacKenzie from Thankyouveteran.com

Matching Career Options with Personality Types
Veterans Employment Assistance
Career Advice for Veterans: Interviewing Tips
What is a VA Home Loan?
Mortgage Assistance Programs for Veterans
Moving Companies with Military Discounts
At-Home Services That Can Help Senior Veterans
Veterans' Health Care: Costs & Co-Payments
Military & Veterans Mental Health Issues
Counseling, Crisis Help, & Suicide Prevention for Our Military 
Community

            

uranium. Earlier this month as well, Iran removed 27 surveillance 
cameras of  the U.N.’s International Atomic Energy Agency. The 
agency’s head warned it could deal a “fatal blow” to the nuclear 
deal.

On Tuesday, the IAEA said its inspectors verified Iran was 
preparing to enrich uranium through a new cascade of  166 
advanced IR-6 centrifuges at its underground Fordo facility. 
Already, Iran has one cascade of  IR-6s operating at Fordo, near 
the holy Shiite city of  Qom, some 90 kilometers (55 miles) 
southwest of  Tehran. They enrich up to 20% purity.

The IAEA said Iran has not told it yet the level at which the second 
cascade will be enriching. Iran has yet to publicly acknowledge the 
new cascade.

The 2015 nuclear deal prohibited all enrichment at Fordo. Shielded 
by mountains, the facility is ringed by anti-aircraft guns and other 
fortifications. It is about the size of  a football field, large enough 
to house 3,000 centrifuges, but small and hardened enough to 
lead U.S. officials to suspect it had a military purpose when they 
exposed the site publicly in 2009.

Tense — continued from page 17

NEXT POST MEETING 
(IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL):

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
 BREAKFAST 0930 

MEETING 1000

or has been created over the course of  the last 15 years goes 
through a language unique to the theater in which we intend 
or they are most likely to deploy,” Glynn said about MARSOC.

One reason for the push was that during the global war on 
terror, better language skills often meant more missions, which 
in turn meant more funding and greater relevance for the unit.

At one-point, foreign internal defense was the hottest mission 
set, and every unit — even Navy SEALs and Delta Force, 
which tend to focus on direct-action operations — jumped at 
the opportunity to conduct it in order to be deployed.

“Understanding our adversary through his own language and 
culture is important, but it is also important to understand 
our potential allies,” Miani said. “Language skills are the basic 
foundation of  this understanding.”

Special Operators — continued from page 20
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Under the unwritten rules in this shadow war, Khodayee’s 
rank as a senior officer in the covert assassination unit made 
him a legitimate target, as were four Iranian nuclear scientists 
the Mossad  has assassinated in Iran over the past 12 years, 
including Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Iran’s top nuclear engineer.  
According to Ronen Bergman, an Israeli intelligence reporter 
and author, Mossad takes its operational doctrine from the 
Babylonian Talmud, a 6th century compendium of  legal 
arguments touching on all aspects of  life. “He who comes to 
kill you, rise early and kill him first,” it instructs. 

Another front in the shadow war could be heating up soon. 
With the war in Ukraine chewing through Russia’s military 
manpower and its equipment stores, Moscow has redeployed its 
paramilitaries in Libya to the Ukraine campaign and may soon 
do the same with its forces in Syria. If  that occurs, Iran will fill 
the vacuum with its own troops, predicted  King Abdullah II 
of  Jordan, whose country borders on southern Syria. 

“The presence of  the Russians in the south in Syria was 
a source of  calm,” the Jordanian monarch told former U.S. 
national security adviser H.R. McMaster on his Battlegrounds 
podcast last month. He cited the deconfliction agreements that 
Russian commanders reached both with the United States, 
whose special forces and Kurdish proxies have been fighting  
remnants of  the Islamic State; and with Israel, which has 
regularly conducted airstrikes against Iranian Quds forces and 
their proxies to prevent them from using Syria as a base for 
missile attacks against Israel.

“That vacuum [left by the Russians] will be filled by the Iranians 
and their proxies,” King Abdullah said. “So unfortunately, 
we are looking at maybe an escalation of  problems on our 
borders.” 

Israel is also closely watching for signs of  a Russian military 
redeployment from Syria and any inflow of  Iranian forces,  
their proxies and weapons. Of  particular concern to Israeli 
intelligence is Iran’s ongoing efforts to smuggle precision-
guided missiles to their proxies in Syria, Lebanon and the 
Gaza Strip. According to Israeli Brig. Gen. Jacob Nagel and 
Jonathan Schanzer, a former U.S. Treasury intelligence official 
and now senior vice president of  the Foundation for Defense 
of  Democracies, a hawkish think tank, Israel’s recent military 
exercises also included a simulated multi-front war against 
Iran-backed proxies in those countries and territories.

“The Israelis believe this is coming,” Schanzer told SpyTalk, 
referring to an Iranian bid to replace the Russians in Syria. 
And while an increased Iranian presence in Syria would pose a 
danger to Israel, he said it also would present an opportunity, 
providing Israeli warplanes and drones with a  wealth of  targets.

“If  the Russians draw down their personnel and their hardware 
from Syria, there’s nothing to stop the Israelis from striking 
Iranian assets with greater and greater impunity,” Schanzer 

said. 

President Biden will visit Israel where talks will focus on the 
administration’s effort to revive the stalled Iran nuclear deal. 
Chances of  that are increasingly slim.

Israel, together with Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, have long opposed the deal. But unlike former Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who actively campaigned 
against it, Bennett has so far refrained from mobilizing Israel’s 
U.S. lobbyists against the administration’s policy, confident the 
negotiations will fail on their own. But as the recent military 
exercises and targeted killings demonstrate, he has repeatedly 
asserted Israel’s right to defend itself  against Iran, should the 
need arise. Meanwhile, Iran’s act to remove 27 U.N. cameras 
monitoring its nuclear sites, reported Thursday, will only 
bolster the hand of  Israeli hawks urging the government to 
take further preventative action.

For the time being, signs are the shadow war will go on -- and 
maybe even escalate, even as the war with Russia over Ukraine 
remains at center stage. As war-weary regional hands like to 
say, you can try to forget about the Middle East, but the Middle 
East never forgets about you.

Shadow War — continued from page 18

            

American allies like Britain and France also have their own 
carriers, and Japan has four “helicopter destroyers,” which 
are technically not aircraft carriers, but carry aircraft. Two are 
being converted to support short take-off  and vertical-landing 
fighters.

At the moment, China is not believed to have the aircraft 
developed to fully realize the potential of  the new carrier, 
Rahmat said.

It is not known how close China is in the development of  its 
KJ-600 AWACS aircraft, which it began testing in 2020, to have 
it ready for carrier operations, and there is “little evidence” it 
has begun work on carrier onboard delivery transport aircraft, 
he said.

Now that it is launched, the carrier will have to be fitted out, 
which could take two to six months. Then there will be harbor 
acceptance trials and sea trials, which will likely take another six 
months before engineers begin launching test loads using the 
catapult system.

“The first aircraft will only be launched from this carrier 
perhaps in late-2023 to 2024, and full operational capability will 
likely be declared closer to 2025,” he said.

High-Tech Aircraft — continued from page 19
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Russian President Vladimir Putin cannot simply wash his hands 
of  responsibility for the trials and fate of  these soldiers.

Having illegally transferred these soldiers to the rump courts of  
a breakaway Ukrainian region, Russia should have ensured that 
they were tried fairly. As a detaining power, it was compelled 
to do so not only by the Third Geneva Convention and an 
additional protocol agreed to in 1977but also under the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, both of  which apply in the Russian-
occupied Donetsk region.

But Russia has failed to protect its prisoners from an unfair 
prosecution.

Parroting statements from the Kremlin, the Donetsk authorities 
accused the three foreign fighters of  being “terrorists” and 
“mercenaries” – a deliberate label intended to result in the men’s 
being denied POW status.

Simply put, both charges are bogus. In armed conflicts, there are 
only two categories of  persons: civilians and combatants. There is 
no third category of  “terrorist.”

While treaties addressing the law of  war such as the Geneva 
Conventions proscribe terrorism, they do not define that term.

However, it is understood that intentional attacks directed against 
legally protected individuals, such as civilians, POWS, the wounded 
and the sick, are forms of  terrorism amounting to war crimes.

The Third Convention and its additional protocol make crystal 
clear that members of  the armed forces who commit war crimes 
do not forfeit POW status. As attested to by the Ukrainian 
government, these three foreigners were active-duty members of  
Ukraine’s armed forces when captured by Russian soldiers and 
accordingly were unconditionally entitled to POW status.

In my view, charging and convicting these POWs as “terrorists” is 
at odds with international law.

Likewise there are problems with labeling the men “mercenaries.” 
Article 47 of  the Additional Protocol states that a mercenary does 
not have the right to be a combatant or granted POW status upon 
capture. But to qualify as a mercenary, a person must satisfy six 
very specific criteria listed in that article. For example, a person 
who is a member of  the armed forces of  a party to the conflict 
is not considered to be a mercenary. Such is the case with these 
three soldiers.

The issues under international law do not end with the charges 
the men faced. There are also serious grounds for concerns about 
the conduct of  the trial itself.

The Geneva Conventions mandate that POWs be tried by 
independent and impartial courts with procedures ensuring the 
accused due process of  law, including access to competent legal 
counsel.

Based on published reports, the trial seems to have woefully 
fallen short of  these requirements. Little is known of  the 
qualifications of  the judges and defense counsel. Moreover, the 
trial was conducted in a summary fashion, with all three soldiers 
pleading guilty to all the charges less than 24 hours before they 
were convicted and sentenced to death.

It is difficult to believe that these soldiers confessed to being 
terrorists and mercenaries without having been coerced, which is 
absolutely prohibited under the Geneva Conventions.

This, in turn, raises questions about the competence of  their legal 
representatives, who seem not to have rebutted the charges of  
their being terrorists and mercenaries. It is also unclear whether 
counsel had access to the soldiers before they pleaded guilty or 
was able to call and confront witnesses.

The three soldiers have a month to appeal their sentences, which 
could result in their receiving life or a 25-year prison term instead 
of  the death penalty.

But the haste and timing of  the prosecutions give credence to 
suggestions that the trial was undertaken to humiliate Britain 
– which has been a very vocal critic of  Russia’s invasion – and 
force Ukraine to eventually exchange these prisoners for Russian 
soldiers convicted of  war crimes by its courts.

Whatever the motive for these trials, the convictions may not be 
the end of  the matter. And it is worth noting that denying a POW 
the right to a fair trial is a serious war crime.

Show Trial — continued from page 16
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modern warfare.” It’s hard not to see how.
Since the creation of  the Army Special Forces in 1952, the force 
has been an instrumental tool in the Army. Originally just one 
group, the 10th Special Forces Group, it expanded into several 
units. They were deployed to South Vietnam as advisors for 
that country’s army and were a part of  U.S. Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam, an unconventional warfare group fighting 
against the forces of  Bank’s former compatriot Ho Chi Minh. 
Missions also included covert actions in Laos and Cambodia. 
Other deployments included several conflicts in Latin America 
and the Persian Gulf  War. Special Forces were part of  the initial 
U.S. assault on the Taliban in fall 2001 in Afghanistan. 
In the 21st century they’ve been somewhat eclipsed in the public 
eye by various “tier one” special operations forces such as Delta 
Force and Navy SEALs, but they remain a key part of  the military, 
deployed in Africa, the Middle East and elsewhere doing the 
irregular warfare they have been doing for the last seven decades. 
Rep Hudson’s resolution is, as of  press time, in the hands of  the 
House’s Armed Services Committee. 
As for Bank himself, he had another major contribution after 
leaving the Army in 1958. Relocating to California, he became 
concerned with what he saw as poor security at nuclear power 
plants. Working with the Bulletin of  the Atomic Scientists he shed 
light on the concerns and helped spur plants to overhaul how they 
protected nuclear installations. He died in 2004 at the age of  101. 
Not bad for a guy who was robbed of  the chance to kill Hitler.

More than seven decades ago, Aaron Bank had an idea. He decided 
that after years killing Nazis, almost leading a manhunt for Hitler, 
and then working alongside Ho Chi Min to liberate Vietnam 
from imperial Japan, the United States Army needed some special 
fighters. A force versed in irregular warfare, who could mess up 
an enemy from behind their lines, working with local resistance. 
A special force, if  you will. Seventy years ago Aaron Bank got his 
wish. 
June 19 is celebrated as Juneteenth, now a federally recognized 
holiday. June 19 is also the 70th anniversary of  the creation of  the 
U.S. Army Special Forces, better known as the Green Berets. 

Bank was born in 1902 in 
New York City. He grew 
up working as a lifeguard, 
where work took him 
from New York to France 
and the Bahamas. At 39 
he joined the Army after 
Pearl Harbor, with his 
level of  fitness helping 
him overcome doubts 
about his age. He joined 
the CIA’s precursor, the 
Office of  Strategic Services, 
immediately going into 
work on sabotage, guerilla 
warfare and recruiting 
partisans to help fight the 
Nazis in Europe. His work 

peaked when he was a part of  Operation Iron Cross, a plan for the 
OSS and Bank to, using a cadre of  German Jews, communists and 
defectors, parachute into the German-Austrian border and capture 
or kill Adolf  Hitler if  he fled Berlin. Hitler hid in a bunker and 
never left the city, leading to the cancellation of  the operation and 
denying Bank of  what surely would have been a movie-inspiring 
military action.  After the war in Europe ended, he found himself  
in southeast Asia and supported Ho Chi Minh as the head of  a 
future coalition government. American policy went against Bank’s 
recommendations. Still in the service, he pushed for a formal 
Army force dedicated to the kind of  irregular warfare Bank had 
made his trade.
This month, Rep. Richard Hudson (R-NC) introduced a motion 
in the House of  Representatives to honor both the Special 
Forces and Aaron Bank himself, who retired as a colonel. Rep. 
Hudson’s resolution notes that the Green Berets “encouraged 
the incorporation of  principles of  force multiplication into the 
military doctrine of  the United States and paved the way for the 
revitalization of  special operations forces in the Navy, Air Force, 
and Marine Corps” and “helped revolutionize the conduct of  

Meet the legendary ‘Father of Special Forces’ who 
Helped Establish the Green Berets

A Green Beret with 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) 
accompanies Rangers from the Royal Thai Army 3rd Special 
Forces Regiment moving a simulated casualty to an extraction point 
during training March 14-25, 2022. This exchange strengthens 
coordination and bolsters relationships between U.S. and Thai 
special operations. A strong, forward-looking U.S.-Thai defense 
alliance, rooted in history, helps foster a free and open Indo-Pacific 
region where all countries in the region enjoy prosperity and peace. 
(U.S. Army courtesy photo).

Col. Aaron Bank. (photo courtesy U.S. 
Army)
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30 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon
After only a week, the Army has swiftly reversed a new policy 
that would have allowed potential recruits to enlist into the 
force without a high school diploma or GED, according to an 
internal memo reviewed by Military.com and confirmed by a 
spokesperson. 
The Army, along with the 
other services, faces an 
ongoing crisis to fill in the 
ranks amid a convergence 
of  issues, including an 
increasingly competitive 
civilian job market and the 
military losing some public 
awareness in the absence 
of  a major conflict. So 
far, the Army has only hit 
about 40% of  its recruiting 
goals this year.
On June 23, the service 
said that it would drop 
the requirement for 
completing high school 
under the condition that 
enlistees quickly ship out 
to boot camp, setting a 
deadline of  Oct. 1 to begin training.
However, the move was met with some mockery online and 
accusations of  it being a desperate measure, lowering standards 
to fill in the ranks wherever the Army could. 
The service has relatively few options for changes it can 
implement quickly, so officials have chipped away at the margins 
where they can.
The potential recruits who would have been exempted from the 
high school requirement had to be 18 and score at least a 50 on 
the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, or ASVAB, an 
SAT-style quiz to measure a potential recruit’s academic ability. 
That was a higher threshold than normal, with a 31 being the 
minimum score for anyone else. Scoring at least a 50 would 
likely qualify an individual for a healthy roster of  the Army’s 
jobs. 
A lack of  education plays a relatively small role in disqualifying 

potential recruits, with most issues related to minor criminal 
infractions and intense scrutiny on past minor medical 
and mental health issues. Only about one-fourth of  young 
Americans are even eligible to serve, with the top problem 
being obesity. 

Multiple sources with 
direct knowledge on 
lifting the requirement 
for a high school diploma 
or GED said that policy 
makers were concerned 
about legitimate reasons a 
candidate might have not 
finished their schooling 
and raising the bar on the 
entrance exam was a good 
control factor to not lower 
education standards. 
Army officials have 
made a number of  small 
adjustments to make 
recruiting easier where 
they can without having 
negative impacts on 
the quality of  soldiers 
enlisting. In a sign of  the 
need for capable recruits, 

the service is offering up to $50,000 enlistment bonuses, its 
highest ever, and allowing recruits to pick their first duty station 
with some limitations. 
This was on top of  existing benefits that have been key for 
recruitment for decades, including the GI Bill, relatively cheap 
and easy access to health care and VA home loans -- all of  
which are still generally more generous than most entry level 
jobs for people without college degrees. 
The Army has also picked low-hanging fruit such as relaxing its 
tattoo policies, which is expected to impact only a few hundred 
recruits per year. In an interview with Task & Purpose, Army 
Secretary Christine Wormuth has also expressed concerns that 
negative media attention on scandals and issues in the force, 
including sexual assault and harassment, suicide and other 
quality-of-life problems faced by the rank and file, may be 
impacting recruiting.  

Army Swiftly Backpedals on Policy Dropping 
High School Diploma Requirement

Col. David M. Hodne, deputy commander, 4th Infantry Division at Fort 
Carson, Colorado, issues the oath of  enlistment to about 60 future soldiers 
before the start of  the 77th Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo at the Norris-Penrose 
Event Center, July 12, 2017. (Alexandra Flodin/U.S. Army photo)
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30 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Rebecca Kheel
Sixteen immigrant veterans and service members’ relatives 
who were deported have been allowed back into the United 
States over the last year under a temporary status known as 
humanitarian parole, the Department of  Homeland Security 
said this week.
Of  the 16, four have since completed applications for 
naturalization and are now U.S. citizens, a DHS spokesperson 
told Military.com in an email Thursday.
The release of  the numbers comes a day after officials from 
DHS, the Department of  Veterans Affairs and the Pentagon 
testified to a House 
Judiciary Committee 
subpanel about immigrant 
service members and 
veterans. 
The Biden administration 
has been reviewing 
deported veterans’ 
requests for humanitarian 
parole under a program 
launched last year called 
the Immigrant Military 
Members and Veterans 
Initiative, or IMMVI, 
a partnership between 
DHS and the Department 
of  Veterans Affairs aimed 
at streamlining resources 
for noncitizen service members and veterans.
Between the program’s launch in July 2021 and June 21, 
56 veterans and family members have formally requested 
humanitarian parole, which allows people otherwise ineligible 
to enter the United States to temporarily come into the country 
for emergency humanitarian reasons.
The formal requests for humanitarian parole are a fraction of  
the 144 informal inquiries IMMVI has received since its launch, 
IMMVI director Debra Rogers said at Wednesday’s House 
Judiciary Committee immigration subcommittee hearing. She 
attributed the low number to veterans’ lack of  access to legal 
counsel.
In addition to the 16 requests that have been approved, eight 
have been denied, the DHS spokesperson said. Another 32 
requests are pending, with three nearly complete but awaiting 
travel coordination.

16 Deported Vets, Family Members Temporarily 
Allowed Back Into US in the Last Year, DHS Says

A U.S. Status of  Forces Agreement personnel holds the U.S. flag during a 
naturalization ceremony hosted at the Camp Foster Community Center on 
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan, Feb. 18, 2022. (Lance Cpl. Jonathan Beauchamp/U.S. 
Marine Corps photo)

In addition to veterans, humanitarian parole has been granted 
to three family members of  immigrant service members, 
Rogers told the House committee.
“DHS is doing everything in its power and within its discretion 
to make fair decisions for all of  the veterans,” she said. “But 
I do think, at the end of  the day, that parole is a temporary 
status in the United States. It’s not a permanent solution for 
the challenges that we see with the veterans who have been 
removed.”
On top of  the humanitarian parole, DHS has facilitated the 
return of  four people whose lawful permanent residence 

status was reinstated, the 
spokesperson said.
Non-citizens who serve 
in the U.S. military are 
eligible for expedited 
citizenship if  they serve 
honorably. But pro-
immigration advocates 
charge that defense and 
immigration officials 
put up too many 
hurdles in the process 
and do not do enough 
to inform immigrant 
service members of  their 
eligibility.
Most veterans who have 
been deported were 

done so after being convicted of  a crime, but Rogers argued 
Wednesday their stories aren’t always black and white.
“The circumstances of  veterans who have been deported are 
complicated and often reflect complex societal challenges,” 
she said. “Some are currently suffering from serious medical 
conditions and are in need of  treatment that they cannot access 
at VA medical facilities in the United States.”
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Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange, Radiation, Toxic 
Water Included in Landmark Burn Pit Bill

16 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime
In addition to improving access to benefits for post-9/11 
veterans exposed to burn pits, the sweeping toxic exposure 
legislation approved 84-14 by the Senate on Thursday will add 
two new conditions to the Department of  Veterans Affairs’ 
list of  Agent Orange-related illnesses and expand benefits for 
veterans sickened by radiation or poisoned water in certain 
geographic locations.
The bill adds hypertension 
and monoclonal 
gammopathy of  
undetermined significance, 
or MGUS, to the list of  
illnesses linked to Agent 
Orange exposure, allowing 
affected veterans to apply 
for health care and disability 
benefits with the VA 
without having to prove that 
their condition was caused 
by their service.
The legislation, expected 
to pass the House next 
Wednesday and be signed 
by President Joe Biden, also 
expands the geographic 
areas and service dates for 
eligibility for benefits, including Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, 
Guam and American Samoa and their territorial waters, and 
Johnston Atoll or any ship that called on the atoll, on certain 
dates.
The move follows four years of  lobbying by advocacy groups 
to add hypertension to the list of  Agent Orange presumptive 
conditions, following a National Academies of  Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine 2018 announcement of  proving 
a link between high blood pressure and the herbicides used 
during the Vietnam War and elsewhere in Southeast Asia.
Under the new legislation, more than 490,000 Vietnam War 
veterans may be eligible for disability compensation, at a cost 
of  up to $15 billion of  the estimated $278.5 billion Sergeant 
First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxics Act.
In addition to naming 23 illnesses as presumed to be related 
to exposure to the burn pits used to dispose of  waste in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and elsewhere, the bill addresses several lesser-

known episodes of  military exposures responsible for sickening 
thousands of  veterans.
These include service members who cleaned up a nuclear waste 
site at Enewetak Atoll in the Marshall Islands, as well as nuclear 
aviation mishap sites in Palomares, Spain, and Thule, Greenland.
The legislation also includes the Camp Lejeune Justice Act, 
which allows victims of  contaminated water -- or their survivors 
-- at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, to file lawsuits for illnesses 

caused by more than 30 years 
of  exposure to chemicals in 
their drinking water.
The bill expands the 
geographic region for 
Persian Gulf  War and post-
9/11 veterans to include 
service in Somalia for those 
who served between 1990 
and Sept. 11, 2001, and 
adds Afghanistan, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, Yemen and Uzbekistan 
after Sept. 11, 2001.
It also allows veterans who 
served in a combat zone -- as 
proven by having an Armed 
Forces Expeditionary 
or service-specific 

Expeditionary Medal, campaign-specific medal or campaign 
theater award -- and were exposed to burn pits to be eligible for 
VA health care, phased in between 2024 and 2032, depending 
on when they served.
It also stipulates that veterans affected by MGUS or 
hypertension who are older than 85, are terminally ill, homeless 
or have an extreme financial hardship may apply now, while all 
others with MGUS may file a claim beginning Oct. 1, and with 
hypertension, Oct. 1, 2026.
The phase-in was included in the legislation to ensure that the 
VA health system does not become overwhelmed with the 
influx of  patients. The VA currently provides health care to 
more than 6 million veterans.
The bill also instructs the VA to review Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation claims related to the changes that 
have been submitted or denied that would have been evaluated 
differently under the new provisions.

U.S. helicopter spraying defoliant in dense jungle during the Vietnam War, 
1969. (Brian K. Grigsby/Department of  Defense)
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US Military Hospitals Have 
Performed Fewer Than 100 

Abortions Since 2016

Anti-abortion demonstrators and abortion right activists protest 
outside the Supreme Court in Washington, on June 25, 2022. (Jose 
Luis Magana/AP File Photo)

30 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Patricia Kime
There have been 91 abortions performed in U.S. military 
hospitals since 2016, at least two-thirds of  which were for 
active-duty service women whose lives were threatened by their 
pregnancy or who were victims of  a crime.
The Pentagon’s ability to provide abortions in military 
treatment facilities or through civilian providers under Tricare, 
the military’s health program, is sharply curtailed by law and is 
comparable to the restrictions now being rolled out in at least 
11 states following the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision last week 
that struck down a long-standing constitutional protection on 
abortion.
Since 1976, under the Hyde Amendment, the Defense 
Department can only provide abortions if  the life of  the mother 
is at risk should she carry her fetus to term or if  the pregnancy 
is the result of  rape or incest.
As such, abortions remain rare in military hospitals. From 2016 
to 2021, physicians at military facilities performed 35 abortions 
for Army personnel or dependents, 30 for Navy sailors or 
dependents, 20 for Air Force personnel or dependent family 
members, and six for Marines or their dependents, according to 
a Defense Department report provided to Congress. 
Women now make up nearly 20% of  the U.S. armed forces.

What Does the Guard Do 
with 40,000 Unvaccinated 

Soldiers? No One Knows

Army Spc. Tristan Spoerri, with the Utah National Guard Medical 
Detachment, administers the first dose of  the COVID-19 vaccine 
to a soldier on Camp Williams, Utah, Sept. 11, 2021. (Spc. Alejandro 
Lucero/U.S. Army National Guard photo)

30 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon
Thursday was the deadline for Army National Guard soldiers to 
be vaccinated against COVID-19 or potentially face separation 
from the service, with roughly 40,000, or 13% of  its force, 
having yet to be inoculated, according to data from the service 
component.
The numbers pose a daunting challenge to the Pentagon, which 
mandated vaccination against COVID-19, as it does to counter 
more than a dozen other ailments such as hepatitis and the 
flu. The Army National Guard’s deadline was the latest of  any 
military component, with most other deadlines falling last year. 
The Air National Guard, for example, had a Dec. 2, 2021, 
deadline and saw a vaccination rate of  94% when the deadline 
passed.
As of  June 16, 89% of  the Army Reserve was fully vaccinated, 
compared to 97% of  the active-duty Army. So far, at least 
923 active-duty troops have been removed from the force for 
refusing to comply with the mandate. 
Neither the Army nor National Guard Bureau has developed 
a plan on how to handle a huge swath of  its force refusing a 
medical mandate. Some states have a significant portion of  its 
formations unvaccinated, and the idea of  removing all of  them 
might be unrealistic. 
“It would be difficult to lose that many soldiers,” John Goheen, a 
spokesperson for the National Guard Association, told Military.
com. “This is a challenge. For a lot of  people, they just don’t see 
the pandemic anymore.” 

See Unvaccinated — continued on page 31
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In this photo reviewed by U.S. military officials, the Office of  Military Commissions 
building used for Periodic Review Board hearings is seen, Thursday, April 18, 2019, in 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

13 Jun 2022 | Associated Press | By Ben Fox

FORT MEADE, Md. — An Iraqi man who has been held at 
the Guantanamo Bay detention center for more than 15 years 
pleaded guilty Monday to war crimes charges for his role in al-
Qaida attacks against U.S. and allied forces along with civilians 
in Afghanistan.

The pleas by the prisoner known as Abd al-Hadi al-Iraqi 
before a military commission at the U.S. base in Cuba amount 
to a legal milestone, 
aiding efforts to 
resolve the long-
stalled Guantanamo 
tribunals and wind 
down operations at 
the detention center.

Prosecuting Hadi al-
Iraqi has been delayed 
for years by some of  
the same legal and 
logistical challenges 
that have held up 
other Guantanamo 
cases as well as by 
his deteriorating 
spinal condition that 
has left him partially 
paralyzed.

Hadi al-Iraqi, who is 
about 60 and says his 
real name is Nashwan 
al-Tamir, was arraigned at Guantanamo in 2014 before the 
commission, which was set up to prosecute prisoners for war 
crimes in a high-security court that combines military and 
civilian law.

He pleaded guilty to four of  five charges against him, including 
conspiracy and several violations of  the international laws of  war 
as an al-Qaida commander early in the conflict in Afghanistan 
that formally ended with the U.S. withdrawal in August.

He was facing up to life in prison but is expected to be eventually 
transferred out of  Guantanamo and sent to a third country 
under the terms of  his plea deal after he undergoes additional 
medical treatment at the base.

Iraqi Held by US at Guantanamo 
Pleads Guilty to War Crimes

The U.S. said Hadi al-Iraqi was a senior figure in al-Qaida 
since the mid-1990s, leading a training camp for operatives in 
Afghanistan in the years before the organization carried out the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

According to military charge sheets, the prisoner also assisted 
the Taliban with the March 2001 destruction of  the the giant, 
sixth century sandstone Buddha statues built into a cliff  in 
Bamiyan province. The group deemed the famed structures 

offensive under their 
interpretation of  
Islam.

After the U.S. invasion 
of  Afghanistan in 
response to the 
attacks, Hadi al-Iraqi 
organized deadly 
al-Qaida attacks 
against American 
and allied forces 
along with civilians 
in the country and in 
neighboring Pakistan.

The prisoner, who 
has a long gray beard 
and wore a traditional 
skullcap, calmly 
answered “yes sir” 
or “yes, your honor” 
when questioned by 
the military judge, Air 
Force Lt. Col. Mark 

Rosenow, if  he understood the charges in a lengthy hearing to 
determine if  he was willingly entering into a plea agreement with 
the government. The Associated Press viewed the proceeding 
from a video feed at Fort Meade, Maryland.

There are 37 men still held at Guantanamo, including 10 facing 
active military commission cases. The most prominent is the 
death penalty proceeding against five prisoners charged with 
aiding and planning the 9/11 attacks, which is the subject of  
ongoing plea negotiations.
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16 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Rebecca Kheel

A historic expansion of  veterans benefits for millions who were 
exposed to toxins during their military service is on a glide path 
to becoming law after it cleared the Senate.

The Senate voted 84-14 to approve the Sergeant First Class 
Heath Robinson Honoring Our PACT Act, which would extend 
health care and disability benefits to an estimated 3.5 million 
veterans exposed to burn pits and other airborne hazards. All of  
the “no” votes came 
from Republicans.

The bill must still pass 
the House and be 
signed by President 
Joe Biden before 
becoming law. But the 
Senate was seen as the 
biggest hurdle to the 
bill making it into law 
after some lawmakers 
in that chamber 
balked at the price tag 
of  an earlier version 
of  the bill, meaning it 
is now expected to sail 
to the finish line.

The bill, which is 
named in honor of  
a veteran who died 
of  lung cancer after 
being exposed to 
burn pits in Iraq, would designate 23 diseases as presumed to be 
linked to military service, including hypertension, brain cancer, 
chronic bronchitis and more.

The bill is “about righting a wrong that has been ignored for 
too damn long,” Senate Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman 
Jon Tester, D-Mont., said during floor debate on the measure. 
“There’s always a cost of  war, and that cost is never fully paid 
when the war ends.”

The Department of  Veterans Affairs already treats asthma, 
rhinitis, sinusitis and nine types of  respiratory cancers as 
presumed to be linked to military service. But for any other 
ailment, veterans must prove the disease is linked to their time 
in uniform, an effort that is often futile because of  spotty 
Defense Department recordkeeping or what the VA says is a 
lack of  scientific data proving a disease is caused by burn pits.

Sweeping Toxic Exposure Bill Nears Finish Line 
After Senate Passage

In addition to expanding the list of  presumptive diseases, the 
PACT Act would create a streamlined process to add more 
illnesses to the list in the future, something lawmakers hope 
will prevent the need to pass more legislation should other 
toxic exposure-related ailments emerge.

While much of  the bill is focused on post-9/11 veterans 
exposed to the massive trash fires known as burn pits that were a 
staple in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, there are also several 

provisions to help 
prior generations 
exposed to other 
toxins, including 
broadening coverage 
for veterans exposed 
to radiation during 
nuclear waste cleanup 
in the 1960s and for 
Vietnam-era veterans 
exposed to Agent 
Orange.

The Congressional 
Budget Office, or 
CBO, estimates the 
bill could cost $278.5 
billion over a decade.

The Senate bill has a 
lower cost than the 
House’s $321.7 billion 
bill in part because 
it would take longer 

to phase in some benefits and presumptive illnesses, pushing 
some costs to outside the 10-year window covered in the 
CBO’s estimate. The Senate bill would also expand options for 
veterans to seek care at non-VA facilities.

The bill would also add claims processor and health care staff  
to the VA to address Republican concerns that expanding the 
pool of  veterans eligible for benefits would overwhelm an 
already stressed system and delay care for all veterans.

Asked at a Senate hearing Tuesday about the department’s 
ability to implement the PACT Act, VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough expressed confidence the agency is in a “good 
position” to handle changes in the first year but acknowledged 
full implementation could be hard.

The bill will now bounce back to the House, which passed the 
similar, slightly more expensive legislation by 256-174 in March.

A Marine watches over a burn pit at Camp Fallujah, Iraq as smoke and flames rise into 
the night sky, May 25, 2007. (U.S. Marine Corps photo/Samuel D. Corum)
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10 Jun 2022 | Military.com | By Steve Beynon

Army recruiters are having their assignments involuntarily 
extended for months amid a service-wide struggle to find new 
recruits to fill gaps in the ranks.

In an internal memo in early June to recruiters reviewed by 
Military.com, U.S. Army Recruiting Command says it cannot 
continue its mission to recruit 60,000 new active-duty soldiers 
by October, the end of  the fiscal year, without involuntarily 
extending recruiters’ 
assignments.

The service had selected 267 
“high performing” recruiters 
to have their assignments 
involuntarily extended, according 
to Brian McGovern, a command 
spokesperson. Typically, a 
noncommissioned officer who 
elects to be a recruiter will have 
the assignment for roughly three 
years. In total, there are 5,319 
active-duty Army recruiters.

“Based on the current challenges 
we face, the recruiting mission 
for Fiscal Year 2022 led to the 
decision to extend selected 
Recruiting NCOs through both 
the conclusion of  the Fiscal 
Year 2022 mission and into the initial months of  the Fiscal Year 

Army Extending Assignments for Recruiters 
Involuntarily as Service Scrambles to Fill Ranks

2023 mission, in order to develop momentum going into the 
next accessions mission cycle,” McGovern said in a statement 
to Military.com.

All service branches are facing an uphill battle to recruit new 
talent due to a combination of  a hyper-competitive civilian job 
market and the Defense Department struggling to pitch Gen 
Z on joining. On top of  those hurdles, only about one-quarter 
of  young Americans are even eligible to serve, mostly due to 

widespread obesity and minor 
criminal infractions.

The Army has recently been 
growing its advertising presence 
on BuzzFeed, emulating 
the site’s signature style for 
quizzes as recruiting efforts. 
It has also continued building 
its presence on Facebook. 
However, BuzzFeed is largely 
associated with millennial 
culture, while Facebook skews 
older and is largely associated 
with Generation X and Baby 
Boomers, much older than 
the average military recruit. 
Meanwhile, Gen Z has flocked 
to TikTok, which has been 
banned from government-
issued phones due to security 

concerns tied to its Chinese ownership.

U.S. Army drill sergeants participate in the fear stage of  the 
discipline process, as trainees arrive on the first day of  Basic 
Combat Training, June 12, 2017 at Fort Jackson, SC. (U.S. Army 
photo by Sgt. Philip McTaggart)

It could be a tough sell to those not yet vaccinated, given that 
COVID-19 has had its greatest impact on people with other 
health ailments, including obesity and diabetes. 
“We’re talking about a generally healthy portion of  the 
population,” Goheen added, referencing Guardsmen. “I don’t 
know what all this is going to bring. The numbers are something 
that’s certainly being watched, and Guard leaders are concerned.”  
The idea of  having to replace so many soldiers could be a non-
starter for some states, especially with an ongoing recruiting 
crisis making filling the ranks an already uphill battle. 

“We’re going to give every soldier every opportunity to get 
vaccinated and continue their military career,” Lt. Gen. Jon 
Jensen, director of  the Army Guard, told Military.com in an 
emailed statement. “We’re not giving up on anybody until the 
separation paperwork is signed and completed.”
In the meantime, some states are telling their Guardsmen not 
to show up to their weekend duties if  they are unvaccinated, a 
move short of  kicking them out of  the service outright. 

Unvaccinated — continued from page 28
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17 Jun 2022 | The San Diego Union-Tribune | By Pam Kragen

Seventy years ago this fall in the skies over North Korea, U.S. 
Navy fighter pilot Royce Williams pulled off  what many experts 
say is one of  the greatest feats in aviation history. For 35 minutes, 
he engaged solo in an aerial dogfight with seven Soviet MiG-15 
pilots, downing at least four jets before escaping to land his 
heavily damaged F9F-5 Panther jet on a U.S. aircraft carrier.

Capt. Williams’ aerial heroics have been a legend for decades 
among pilots coming 
up through the Navy’s 
Top Gun school, 
and the incident was 
recorded in Soviet 
Union military 
history. But no trace 
of  Williams’ daring 
flight on Nov. 18, 
1952, exists in the U.S. 
military archives.

Rather than 
acknowledge an air 
battle that might have 
had the effect of  
drawing the Soviets 
into the Korean War, 
the U.S. Navy and 
National Security 
Agency scrubbed 
the dogfight from its 
records and Williams 
was sworn to secrecy 
for more than 50 years. As a result, when the nation awarded 
146 Medals of  Honor to U.S. servicemen for extraordinary 
valor in the Korean War, Williams didn’t make the list.

But this past week, all five members of  the San Diego U.S. 
Congressional delegation joined forces to not only bring 
Williams’ heroism to the public’s attention, but also to right 
what they see as a historic wrong. Congress members Darrell 
Issa, Scott Peters, Sara Jacobs, Juan Vargas and Mike Levin 
are preparing an amendment to the 2023 National Defense 
Authorization Act to include the Medal of  Honor for Williams.

Now 97 and long retired, Williams lives in a scenic mountainside 
home in Escondido’s Hidden Meadows community. Spinal 
injuries from a long-ago plane crash in El Centro make it hard 
for Williams to maneuver around his home, but his memory 

Congress Members Aim to Get Medal of Honor for 
Korean War Pilot Nicknamed the ‘Original Top Gun’

of  the 1952 dogfight remains as fresh today as it was seven 
decades ago. Asked how it would feel to be awarded the Medal 
of  Honor now, Williams takes a few seconds to consider his 
answer.

“If  it happened, I would be awed,” Williams said on Monday. 
“I wish my dad could know. It would mean even more to my 
friends to know that I finally received it.”

Over the past eight years, retired Rear Adm. Doniphan “Don” 
Shelton of  Del Mar 
tried repeatedly to 
get the Navy and 
Department of  
Defense to award the 
medal to Williams, 
but Shelton passed 
away last October. 
The newly assembled 
d e l e g a t i o n ’ s 
effort, nicknamed 
“Operation Just 
Reward,” is now seen 
as the last chance 
to get the medal to 
Williams before he 
passes away.

“ Royce Williams is 
a hero like no other, 
and his uncommon 
valor and resolute 
courage in battle is 
a history everyone 

should know,” Issa said in a statement. “His recognition with 
the Congressional Medal of  Honor is overdue and we’re going 
to get it done.”

But even with the support of  the bipartisan delegation, the 
medal award is no sure thing. Steve Lewandowski, a Navy 
veteran from Del Mar who assisted Shelton’s efforts for three 
years, said he believes Williams’ chances of  getting the medal 
are only about 75 percent. But he hopes that will be enough.

“This is it ... ‘once more unto the breach.’ It’s a ragtag, zero-
resources effort, but it’s the right thing to do. This old man 
needs to be recognized for this unbelievable dogfight, when 
quite frankly anyone else would’ve run the other way. He’s the 
real Top Gun,” said Lewandowski, who is past commander of  
American Legion Post 416 in Encinitas.

On a warm afternoon, 97-year-old war veteran Royce Williams holds one of  his many 
caps and his flight jacket as he sits on his rear patio deck overlooking a canyon in the 
Mountain Meadows area of  Escondido, California. (Charlie Neuman/For The San Diego 
Union-Tribune)
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Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
On July 24, 1944, the Soviet army captured Lublin, Poland, from 
Nazi Germany as part of  an operation to push the Germans back 
to their border with Poland. On the outskirts of  town, Soviet 
troops encountered the forced labor camp of  Majdanek, where 
Jewish and Polish prisoners, along with captured Soviet soldiers, 
were slowly worked to death.
In January 1945, Ukrainian troops from the Soviet Red Army 
liberated the Auschwitz death camp complex. The Nazis had 
evacuated most of  the 60,000 prisoners held there by then in an 
attempt to cover up the crime. Seven thousand were still present 
at its liberation.
When the U.S. Third Army reached the Ohrdruf  annex of  the 
Buchenwald Camp, the story of  the full extent of  the Holocaust 
began to be revealed to the rest of  the world. Photos and 
documentary evidence from both fronts were soon published in 
newspapers and newsreels.
It may sound hard to believe today, but the general public and much 
of  the U.S. government didn’t really know what was happening to 
Europe’s Jewish population under Nazi domination. Most knew 
that they were being taken to camps in Nazi-occupied territories, 
but few knew what was really going on in the camps.
In April 1944, two prisoners escaped from the death camps 
at Auschwitz-Birkenau. Seventeen-year-old Fred Wetzler and 
25-year-old Rudolph Vrba crawled through Nazi-occupied Poland 
to reach Slovakia. It was a nearly impossible escape. Once there, 
they wrote a 32-page report detailing the atrocities committed by 
the Nazis at Auschwitz.
News of  the genocide broke in Hungary as some 435,000 
Hungarian Jews were being prepared for deportation to Auschwitz.

It was also 
transmitted 
to the Allied 
War Refugee 
Board in 
n e u t r a l 
Switzerland. 
The board 
was the only 
official body 
created to 
rescue Jews 
from Nazi 
occupation. 
When it was 
transmitted 
to the 

The Allies Debated Bombing the Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp During World War II

Americans, it came with a desperate plea; they wanted the Allies 
to bomb Auschwitz.
Roswell McClelland, U.S. representative to the War Refugee 
Board, told the main office in Washington, D.C., that the 
resistance movements were requesting that the rail lines to the 
camp, along with the crematoria and gas chambers specifically, 
be bombed from the air.
John Pehle, the head of  the War Refugee Board, sent the request 
to the Department of  War on June 29, 1944. With the Allies 
fully engaged in the invasion of  France, and near-constant 
Allied bombing raids attacking German war production, the War 
Department was not open to the idea of  special missions.
Meanwhile, the Nazis were ramping up their efforts to liquidate 
their prisoners. With the Soviet Union advancing from the east 
and the Western Allies advancing from the west, the Nazis were 
trying to exterminate the Jews and cover up their crimes. The 
newly deported Hungarian Jews were being sent to Auschwitz by 
the thousands every day.
In London, Jewish leaders were trying to persuade the British 
to bomb Auschwitz as well, belieiving that bombing the camp 
would save many more lives. Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden supported the idea. Air 
Minister Archibald Sinclair conferred with the U.S. Army’s 
commander of  Strategic Air Forces in Europe, Gen. Carl Spaatz.
With Spaatz, there was no question about the morality of  
bombing Auschwitz; he wanted to figure out if  it was possible for 
Allied air forces to reach the target. He approached the question 
as he would any other target. The Allies already had photographs 
of  the death camp, because it was close to IG Farben, a chemical 
producer.

Survivors of  the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp after its liberation 
by Soviet forces in 1945.

Train tracks converge at the entrance to the Nazi 
death camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau. In this photo, 
taken in 1945, the tracks are strewn with snow-
covered personal effects that belonged to the 
camp’s inmates.

See Auschwitz — continued on page 34
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And some of  the extra money would bulk up funding for Ukraine 
amid its war to repel Russia’s invasion. Specifically, the Ukraine 
Security Assistance Initiative would get $800 million, instead 
of  the $300 million requested by the Biden administration, 
according to a bipartisan summary of  the bill.
But on the basic pay raise, committee staffers suggested there 
was a hesitancy to go above the administration’s request for 

service members because 
that would open up questions 
about increasing civilian 
Defense Department pay, 
which in turn would open 
up debate about pay for all 
federal employees. Federal 
civilians have typically gotten 
the same pay raise as service 
members, though there have 
been years when troops got a 
raise while civilian pay stayed 
flat.
In addition to inflation 
concerns, the services have 
been sounding the alarm 
about recruiting and retaining 

service members amid a competitive job market.

Senate Panel Adds Billions to Defense Budget But the 
Extra Money Wouldn’t Go to Troop Pay Raises

16 Jun 2022  | Military.com | By Rebecca Kheel
A Senate panel has agreed to supersize President Joe Biden’s 
defense budget request in large part to address inflation, but 
that money would not go toward a beefed-up basic pay raise for 
service members struggling with spiking prices.
The Senate Armed Services Committee’s version of  the National 
Defense Authorization Act, 
or NDAA, would authorize 
bigger pots of  money for 
the services to offer more 
special and incentive pay 
and recruiting and retention 
bonuses to address inflation 
concerns, committee staffers 
told reporters Thursday on 
condition of  anonymity under 
terms set by the committee.
But for basic pay, senators 
stuck with a 4.6% pay raise 
for 2023 in the NDAA that 
was advanced out of  the 
committee in a 23-3 vote 
Thursday.
Still, the chairman of  the 
committee appeared to leave the door open to going higher than 
4.6% as the lengthy process of  the bill becoming law proceeds.
“We’re also, I think, consciously sensitive to the issue, and we 
still have a long way to go until final passage,” Chairman Jack 
Reed, D-R.I., told reporters.
Reed previously told Military.com he had concerns that troops 
“won’t see the same benefit they usually do” from the pay raise 
because of  inflation.
More broadly, the committee agreed to increase the defense 
budget by $45 billion above what the Biden administration 
requested for fiscal 2023. That would bring next year’s national 
security budget to $857.6 billion, including $817.3 billion for the 
Pentagon.
Most of  the extra $45 billion is because inflation increased 
costs for items already in the budget, Reed said. Biden’s budget 
request assumed an inflation level of  about 2%, but inflation is 
currently above 8%.
A chunk of  the extra funding would also go toward buying 
weapons from the service’s so-called “unfunded priorities” -- 
wish lists of  items they’d want if  lawmakers give them more 
money than requested, such as the seven more F-35 fighter jets 
the Air Force had on its list.

A U.S. Marine begins his count of  the Camp Taqaddum Disbursing 
office’s money reserve in Iraq, June 29, 2006. ( U.S. Marine Corps photo by 
Sgt. Enrique S. Diaz)

There was one major problem with bombing the camp: The 
technology for precision bombing didn’t exist. It would take 
dozens of  planes dropping hundred of  bombs to hit specific 
parts of  the camp. The bombs that didn’t hit the crematoria, the 
gas chambers or the rail lines might kill any or all of  the tens of  
thousands of  prisoners held there.
Eventually, the British decided it was technically impossible. The 
Americans began to see it as a diversion from the war effort. The 
Allies did bomb Auschwitz in September 1944, killing 40 prisoners, 
but the intended target was actually the IG Farben plant, which 
was making synthetic fuels for the German war effort.
A special air raid to destroy the camp’s operations was never carried 
out, considered by the War Department as being “unfeasible.” A 
far better effort, it was thought, would be to win the war as fast 
as possible.

Auschwitz — continued from page 33

            



Gulf War Registry Health Exam 
for Veterans

VA’s Gulf  War Registry Health Exam alerts Veterans to possible long-
term health problems that may be related to environmental exposures 
during their military service. The registry data helps VA understand and 
respond to these health problems more effectively.

Contact your local VA Environmental Health coordinator about getting 
a Gulf  War registry health exam: 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp 

About the Gulf War Registry health exam
This comprehensive health exam includes an exposure and medical 
history, laboratory tests, and a physical exam. A VA health professional 
will discuss the results face-to-face with the Veteran and in a follow-up 

letter.

Important points about registry 
health exams
• Free to eligible Veterans and no co-payment

• Not a disability compensation exam or 
required for other VA benefits

• Enrollment in VA’s health care system not 
necessary

• Based on Veterans’ recollection of  service, not on their military 
records

• Veterans can receive additional registry exams if  new problems 
develop

• Veterans’ family members are not eligible for registry exams

Eligibility for Gulf War Registry health exam
Veterans who served in the Gulf  during Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, or Operation New 
Dawn are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry exam.

You do not need to be enrolled in VA health care to take part.

Burn Pit Registry
Veterans who are eligible for the Gulf  War Registry may also join 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, which includes 
additional data related to airborne hazards.

Check your eligibility and sign up through an online questionnaire:

https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/
home

Interested in disability compensation?
The registry evaluation is separate from VA’s disability compensation 
process.

Veterans who want to be considered for disability compensation for 
health problems related to Gulf  War service must file a claim for 
disability compensation:  https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/
homepage

During the claims process, VA will set up a separate exam for 
compensation if  necessary.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for fun 
facts about JWV history.
To celebrate this milestone, order the 125th Anniversary 
commemorative pin! The pins are $5 each and a minimum 
of  5 pins per order is required. Post Commanders please 
consolidate your requests and e-mail or call Cara Rinkoff  
at National: crinkoff@jwv.org; 202-265-6280, ext. 413.

JWV Celebrates 125 Years

Read The Jewish Veteran

Click on the picture above to read the latest issue of  the 
JWV online National newspaper — The Jewish Veteran.
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